
Urban tree survey:  
field survey recording sheet

Draw a map of the area you are going to survey.  Remember to mark on the position of all the trees you collect leaves 
from and other landmarks like buildings, playgrounds and seats.

Key:

Are the leaves:

Like this?
Divided into leaflets 
(compound)

Or like this?
Not divided into leaflets 
(simple)

Are the leaves arranged:

In opposite pairs on the twig 
(opposite)?

Alternately on the twig  
(alternate)?

What are the edges of the leaf like? What are the surfaces of the leaf like?

 smooth    saw-edged    wavy    spiny  hairy    smooth

What shape is your leaf?

long narrow oval pointed

round heart-shaped lobed
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