NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM, LONDON 2 December 2000





MINUTES & REVIEW








Chair:	Malcolm Scoble (London, NHM)


Note taker:	Tony Weir (London, NHM)


Present:	Nicolas Bailly (Paris), Neil Caithness (London, NHM), Herman de Jong (Amsterdam) Carmen Dieguez (Madrid), Anton Güntsch (Berlin), Charles Hussey (London, NHM), Guido Rappé (Meise), Alain Vander Velde (Meise), Nikolaj Scharff (Copenhagen) and Régine Vignes (Paris)








Update on ENHSIN (by Malcolm Scoble, Network Co-ordinator)





The state of the Network was summarized as the project approached the end of the first year. Considerable progress had been made and achievements were outlined:





Network Development





Several steps had been taken to broaden the Network;


an ENHSIN web-site was developed and placed on the NHM Science page www.nhm.ac.uk/science/rco/enhsin


emailing-lists have been set up, one for partners’ business and the other for wider communication (see www.mailbase.ac.uk/lists/enhsin/)


a response to an article citing ENHSIN in Trends in Ecology & Evolution (15: 136-137) was published in that journal (2000, 15: 374)


an article on ENHSIN for the Washington DC based Newsletter of the Association of Scientific Collections was published in a Biodiversity Informatics issue (October 2000)


a paper discussing, inter alia, ENHSIN was presented at the International Congress on Entomology in Brazil in August


an invited presentation on ENHSIN was given at the EC Infrastructures Conference in Strasbourg (18-21 September 2000),


a detailed paper on IPR issues was presented at the Taxonomic Databases Working Group meeting on Digitising Biological Collections (Frankfurt, 10-12.11.2000)


a presentation on ENHSIN was given in November at a Petrology Collections Workshop, Mineralogy Department, NHM (1.11.2000).





Further presentations will be made at a day hosting talks devoted to ‘Putting Information into Biodiversity’ at the NHM (18.12.2000), and to the UK Biology Curators Group (30.1.2001) ‘Biology Collections and New Technologies’ meeting to be held at Leicester University (Department of Museum Studies).





Partners were encouraged to continue these activities and to keep the Network Co-ordinators informed. Partners were asked particularly to continue to make an effort to circulate information on both emailing lists.





ACTION: All partners having not already delivered written reports to send them to the Network Co-ordinator in early January so details can be incorporated into the first Annual Report to the Commission.








Report on Budgetary and Administrative Matters (by Tony Weir, Project Manager)





Partners were reminded that they are each responsible for managing their own budget in order to achieve the aims of the project. They were advised that the requirement for first year financial reporting was drawing near.





ACTION: All partners to ensure that their full financial information is in order and presented to NHM on the Costs Statement as soon as possible in January 2001.








Reports from Partners





Technical partners





Anton Güntsch (Berlin) demonstrated the impressive experimental interface designed by the Berlin partners, which provides common access to distributed biological collection information (specimen level). The queries are propagated to XML wrapped collection databases which return the result sets as specified in a common document type definition  (DTD). The interface collects the returned XML data and displays them to the User as a simple table. This interface is a major achievement for the ENHSIN project.


http://www.bgbm.fu-berlin.de/BioDivInf/projects/ENHSIN/





Nicolas Bailly (Paris) explained that administrative problems with the Paris contract had been solved and that further work on data sources and data quality since the meeting between the Paris, Berlin and London (NHM) partners in Paris in May 2000 would continue. It was agreed that six data sources would be a suitable number to demonstrate the pilot most effectively.





Charles Hussey (London, NHM) summarized technical issues to be addressed by NHM. Neil Caithness has recently joined the NHM team to strengthen technical capacity and delivery of the functional specification and DTD.








‘Users’ Partners





Nikolaj Scharff (Copenhagen) summarized the users questionnaire exercise, including the way it was designed, user selection and results from the return. The approach to investigating the two types of user (Sectoral and Scientific) was very similar. He therefore confirmed that Copenhagen and Madrid had been working together on the two workpackages as effectively one workpackage. This means that the work is carried out more effectively, but there may be a requirement for reallocating budgets between the two partners in order to capitalize on these gains. The questionnaire was sent to 2187 anticipated users of specimen data and 366 returns were made, representing a figure of almost 17% of the total. Initial results from this demanding and valuable piece of work were presented. The details elicited much interest and discussion from the meeting. The Users Task Group is now working to carry out a full analysis of the data.





Management Model and MoU





Herman de Jong (Amsterdam) presented oral and written reports on progress with the difficult issue of creating a management model for the Network. He will prepare a further draft which he will circulate to other partners by the end of January 2001. He requested that all partners supply creative comments on the revised draft so that stronger debate on this matter can be achieved.





Intellectual Property Issues





Simon Owens (London, Kew) on the previous day, Friday 1 December, summarized his findings on the intellectual property issues that potentially impede the free flow of data from collections-based institutions. All partner institutional policies, as far as they exist, had been examined to inform his rewarding ENHSIN paper given at the Taxonomic Databases Working Group 16 Annual Meeting meeting in Frankfurt (November 2000).





Presentations from Non-Partner Institutions





National Botanic Garden of Belgium at Meise





Alain Vander Velde and Guido Rappé demonstrated the BIODIV (Biodiversity Resources in Belgium) web site. The site offers a wealth of information valuable to users involved in biodiversity research, development or application needing access to information across Belgian institutions.


http://betula.br.fgov.be/biodiv/





University of Paris 6





Régine Vignes gave a demonstration of the databases that are available from the Laboratoire Informatique et Systématique at the University of Paris 6. An example was the Computer-aided Identification of Phlebotomine sandflies of America (CIPA) project. This site offers much data on this particular collection, and is a good example of how typing errors can be removed from such databases by removing the need for users to enter queries.


http://lis.snv.jussieu.fr/systema/


http://cipa.snv.jussieu.fr/





These additions to the meeting were much appreciated.





Date and Place of Next Meeting





The next meeting is the Second General Meeting and will take place at the Botanischer Garten und Botanisches Museum Berlin-Dahlem. Provisional dates were set for 5,6 October 2001. 


ACTION: All partners are requested to confirm these dates as soon as possible.





Malcolm Scoble


Network Co-ordinator: 21.12.2000


ENHSIN


European Natural History Specimen Information Network
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