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European Natural History Specimen Information Network
THIRD GENERAL MEETING

COPENHAGEN: 27-28TH SEPTEMBER

MINUTES & REVIEW

Chair:

Malcolm Scoble (London, NHM).

Note Taker:
Christine Ung (London, NHM).

Present: 
Anna Maria Johansson (Brussels, Commission); Henrik Enghoff, Nikolaj Scharff, Isabel Calabuig (Copenhagen); Marian Ramos (Madrid); Walter Berendsohn, Anton Güntsch (Berlin); Simon Owens (London, Kew); Wouter Los, Herman de Jong, Yde de Jong (Amsterdam); Nicolas Bailly, Régine Vignes (Paris); Vanessa Pike, Charles Hussey, Charles Copp (London, NHM & Environmental Information Management); Lawrence Speers, Donald Hobern, Meredith Lane. (GBIF)

Apologies:
Roy Fuscone (London, IP Consultant); Simon Tillier (Paris); Carmen Dieguez (Madrid).

1. START:

1.1  
Welcome

Partners were welcomed by Nikolaj Scharff (for host partner). Malcolm Scoble extended a special welcome to Anna Maria Johansson (Commission) and GBIF representatives Lawrence Speers, Donald Hobern and Meredith Lane.

1.2  
Opening Comments: Malcolm Scoble (Network coordinator)

There were three specifically ENHSIN items to discuss: IPR issues (Simon Owens to conduct the talk in place of Roy Fuscone); the publication; and a final review of finances. A short presentation on GBIF in relation to ENHSIN would be given, and FPVI/Infrastructures initiatives and the collections consortium would be discussed.

1.3  
Matters Arising (Malcolm Scoble)

All action points from last meeting were met. An ENHSIN entry for the latest IHP catalogue is in press. The manuscript for the ENHSIN ‘Brochure’ (Technical Report) has been completed and will be printed by the time of the launch of FPVI in Brussels in November where ENHSIN will have a stall. The EHNSIN publication is in its final stages, most chapters have been have been submitted as a final draft.

2. INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY WORKSHOP: Simon Owens (Kew)

An introduction to IPR issues in relation to ENHSIN was given. Principle areas of discussion to be highlighted were to be: specimen and data ownership; access; licensing and copyright. 

It was advised that each institution with a collection should declare ownership of specimens so provenance of the data and their accuracy can be established. Data sources connected to the Network will require acknowledgment and a decision on the level of access permitted to those data. Disclaimers should be incorporated to protect contributors against legal action.

Database rights (15 years) is a Europe-wide initiative applying only to databases created within the EU. Database rights are entirely separate from and independent of copyright.

Action

· A mechanism for claiming database rights within ENHSIN should be explored further and implemented. (Simon Owens)
A report from the Commission can be found on www.iprcommission.org, which discusses IPR and other countries.

Several issues were discussed. The most fundamental of these was reflected by there being some division within the partnership between those favoring the need to anticipate legal action, and erect legal barriers to protect the Network and data contributors, and those who would prefer open access to be given and risk litigation (‘publish and be damned’). A view was expressed that creating written policies might actually encourage challenges in court. But it was also noted that some threat of legal action already existed if data held on specimens housed in European institutions but captured outside the region were to be made accessible on the Internet.

· There are too many laws to be considered to settle on a watertight agreement between all ENHSIN partners;

· Transfer protocols for gateways need to be ascribed and mapped to the GBIF model;

· A glossary of terms & definitions needs to be published to ensure no confusion.

Action 

· All partners to send examples of positive benefits of creating network databases of specimen data to Simon Owens.

3. GLOBAL BIODIVERSITY INFORMATION FACILITY (GBIF: www.gbif.org): Meredith Lane & Lawrence Speers

GBIF co-operates with local regional and international institutions. The organization aims to coordinate the development of an information management system, to provide access to the biodiversity data of the world through programmes in national nodes or to groups that join the GBIF network. It was hoped that ENHSIN and BioCASE partners would work together with GBIF to develop software solutions to common problems. GBIF are setting up a CIRCA server which will form an enabling mechanism for discussion groups and will be available to anyone who wishes to get involved with the projects. (Everyone involved in FPVI will have to use CIRCA.)

4. FPVI UPDATE: Vanessa Pike (NHM) & Anna Maria Johansson (European Commission)

All Expressions of Interest for FPVI are now online on the CORDIS website. 

Under FPVI Marie Curie Fellowships are now being expanded into International Marie Curie Fellowships to permit non-EU and Candidate County members to apply. First calls are expected in December 2002 with a deadline for applications of Spring 2003.

4.1  
Integrated Infrastructure Initiatives (I3s)

Three main components of I3s are: access, networking and joint research activities. The only mandatory component is the networking activity. Under FPVI, institutions with similar infrastructures are being invited to bid collectively for access grants as part of an I3. 

NHM has proposed leading and preparing a consortium bid for the access and networking components. Ideas were sought for a joint research activity. The first call is expected in early November with a closing date for applications on 1 April 2003. Interested parties should submit their proposals in time for the first call as it will receive the largest amount of funding - €190m.

Actions 

· Interested parties to contact Vanessa Pike (NHM).

· Request that CETAF meeting 4 November 2002 discuss the options for a joint research activity and the collection conservation and access component of the network.

5. REPORTS FROM TASK GROUPS: 
5.1
Users Work Package. Isabel Calabuig (Copenhagen)

A detailed report has been produced as the contract deliverable and a draft chapter has been posted on the partner’s section of the ENHSIN website. The final version for the ENHSIN publication is complete and edited. The full report will eventually be placed in the public domain but will be password protected for the time being.

Thanks were extended to Henrik Enghoff for allowing Isabel Calabuig to join the EHNSIN project, and to Isabel for her valued contribution to the Network.

Actions

· Full report to be posted on the ENHSIN website and Israel BioCASE partners to be given access;
· Malcolm Scoble to send documents to Walter Berendsohn to pass onto Israel for BioCASE.
5.2
Prototype Issues (Anton Güntsch & Walter Berendsohn)

Only a few minor changes have been made since the last meeting. MNHN, Paris has linked 3 more databases to the system bringing the number of links to a total of 7. There has been minor modification to the interface to speed it up. The link to the Xerox map server is broken due to the service being discontinued. 

Action

· Build in a page explaining the broken Xerox link: the demonstration package is not dependent on this link. (Anton Güntsch)
5.3
BioCASE update: Walter Berendsohn (BGBM), Charles Copp (NHM), Régine Vignes (Paris)

BioCASE is running smoothly and there has been international involvement. A prototype, expanded from the ENHSIN system, has been developed and tested and has shown no significant problems. Data capture through the National Nodes by means of an interface similar to BioCISE is functional. Construction of the thesaurus is on target, and is being expanded, and the Application Programming Interface (API) is in place and will be refined shortly.

6. ROUND TABLE: UPDATE ON ACCESS GRANTS

6.1
SYS-RESOURCE London, NHM (Vanessa Pike)

Posters were distributed to partners to display in their institutions. Deadline for last calls 14th March 2002.

There has been a high demand for access from users at the NHM, which has proven to be very beneficial by opening up new opportunities such as Marie Curie Fellowships, German & Spanish National Fellowship Awards, 2 IHP training sites - ACCORD & METEOR. Restriction to facilities out of hours is not always possible for security reasons. It might be possible to factor costs of staff overtime into the proposed I3 application so that access visitors can be supervised out of hours. 

Action

· Views on how infrastructures should be developed across Europe should be emailed to Vanessa Pike before 16th October. She will be a member of the infrastructures panel at the launch of FPVI on 13 November 2002.

6.2
COBICE Copenhagen (Henrik Enghoff)

Overall the situation is very similar to London. Visitors and staff have acknowledged that this is a very good programme that benefits both parties. There is an open call on 15 October 2002, with a final call next spring (2003) for the remainder of the grant.

6.3
BIODIBERIA Madrid (Marian Ramos)

Visitors and staff are satisfied with the collaboration. The first call at the beginning of 2002 attracted 60 applicants, however, the second call only attracted 25 applicants. Most applicants are found by through personal contacts, the Internet, and by advertising in the scientific press.

(Vanessa Pike) Found putting an advertisement on the CORDIS website encouraged a broader spread of applicants and attracted new applicants. Deadline for third call is the 30th of November 2002.

6.4
COLPARSYS Paris (Nicolas Bailly)

This has been a great success for everyone involved. The first call, which was at the beginning of 2002, attracted 60 applicants. The next deadline is on 1 October 2002. 

7. REVIEW OF FINANCES & RESOURCES: Christine Ung

The existing financial position for all partners was clarified. A proportion of the unspent budget will go towards the ENHSIN publication. The need for clear and timely financial reporting from all partners for the final report was emphasized.

Action

· Malcolm Scoble to submit a written request for a transfer of funds within the Berlin budget.
· Malcolm Scoble to fax the Commission by the 30th September requesting an extension for the project.
8. ENHSIN PUBLICATION: Malcolm Scoble

The final version of most chapters have been received. The panel considered that a print run of 2000 copies was probably desirable and that distribution costs should be assessed. 

Actions

· Chapters should eventually be posted on the ENHSIN website as pdfs.
· Malcolm Scoble to consider inviting a Foreword from an appropriate person.
· Malcolm Scoble & Christine Ung to produce a flyer and posters to advertise the publication in Brussels.
9. ENBI UPDATE: Wouter Los (Amsterdam)

ENBI contracts will not be signed until around Christmas 2002 at which time membership can be created and project plans and other activities can be defined

Thanks

Thanks were extended to the Danish hosts (Nikolaj Scharff, Isabel Calabuig, and Henrik Enghoff) for organizing the meeting so effectively.

Close

Informal discussions on chapters for ENHSIN Publication continued.
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