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Chinstrap penguins by rock colonised by lichens, mosses and algae. 
Site 1. Gourlay Peninsula. S60.73123 W45.58589. 12/11/2009 
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 ̂Lichens% dc_rspgle rfc `pgefr wcjjmu-orange. Xanthoria parietina on its cover. Photographed at 
Eton Wick, near Windsor, 10 June 2007.  This popular book will be reprinted with minor 
corrections in 2010 including a photo taken of lichen-rich heath taken above the Stonechute on 
Signy Island. http://www.nhm.ac.uk/services/publishing/pubrpli.html 
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1. OBJECTIVES  

This photo diary was written on board the RRS James Clark Ross (JCR) ship whilst travelling 

North after our final visit ashore to King Edward Point (21 December 2009). It includes material 

initially drafted for a ̂ jgafclmjmega_jblog% 

(http://www.nhm.ac.uk/natureplus/blogs/discoveringantarcticlichens) on JCR travelling South, on 

Signy Island and whilst travelling North.  

 

 

I welcome the opportunity to show some photos and share my wonderful Antarctic experience 

with you. 

 

A separate report summarising scientific activities will also be produced. 

http://www.nhm.ac.uk/natureplus/blogs/discoveringantarcticlichens
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2. INTRODUCTION 

The idea to apply for a grant came from a former PhD student I co-supervised, Dr Linda Davies, 

Centre for Environmental Policy, Imperial College London. Following discussions held with staff 

at British Antarctic Survey, Kew Gardens and NHM, a grant was submitted to the Natural 

Environment Research Council.  

 

Visit to consult collections and discuss collaboration, British Antarctic Survey, 
Cambridge, 10 February 2009. From Left to Right (Alex Tate, Linda Davies and 
Helen Peat). 
 

Competition for research funding is tough. I was delighted to learn in July that the project 

^Cvnjmpgle ?lr_parga q_vgamjmsq apsqrmqc jgafcl `gmbgtcpqgrw slbcp ejm`_j ajgk_rc af_lec% u_q

awarded from the British Antarctic Survey Antarctic Funding Initiative - Collaborative Gearing 

Scheme (CGS). The grant has enabled me to visit Signy Island to obtain new baseline 

collections for BAS & NHM from an area of the world undergoing unprecedented change and 

legislation. It will lead to new discoveries.  



 

 7  

BAS herbarium has many important historical collections from Signy Island and other 
Antarctic regions. Close -up of Pannaria hookeri collected by T.N. Hooker, from Observation 
Bluff in 1974. Tim is great grandson of Sir Joseph Hooker (1817 -1911) who, as botanist / 
surgeon on the British Antarctic Expedition (1839 -1843) under command of James Clark 
Ross, provided the first botanical descriptions of Antarctic regions and collected the first 
plant specimens from Antarctica, including nine species of lichens 1. 
 

I have never visited the Antarctic before though have carried out lichenological research in 

cold mountainous regions particularly in Scandinavia, Scotland, Eastern Europe and Russia. The 

Antarctic Briefing Course held at Girton College, Cambridge in September provided an ideal 

opportunity for me to learn about living and working in the Antarctic and to meet others 

travelling South. I enjoyed consulting collections at British Antarctic Survey, Imperial College 

London and the Natural History Museum and contacted pioneers who had previously visited 

Signy Island. My visit and interdisciplinary study has certainly benefitted from my Signy mates 

and their help in so many different ways. It was a real privilege to visit Signy - a trip of a life-

time. I thoroughly enjoyed all aspects (including cooking, gash, night watch duties and 

Q_rspb_w _drcplmml ^scrub out%', K_rr _jqm r_sefr kc rm k_ic `pc_b 

                                                 
1
 PhD Thesis, T.N. Hooker, BAS Archives 
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3. THE JOURNEY 

I (and others bound South for BAS bases) departed from Brize Norton on Sunday 25th October 

arriving (via Ascension Island) at Stanley in the Falkland Islands on Tuesday 27th shortly before 

departure of our ship, the James Clark Ross. I visited the BAS bases on South Georgia (i) King 

Edward Point (KEP) on 30-31st October and (ii) 1st November (Bird Island) to assist in providing 

^pcjgcd% &a_pem f_lbjgle'.  Brief field visits were made, including to KEP (17th December) on our 

return. Our first night spent on Signy Island was 8th November. JCR was delayed due to stormy 

weather further South prior to arriving on Signy on 14th Dec. (departure day). We were 

delighted to enjoy an extra 2 days there! 

The splendid RRS 
James Clark Ross 
(JCR) ship, one of 
the last ships to be 
built in the Swan 
Hunter shipyard , 
Tyneside, famed for 
its craftsmanship, 
moored off King 
Edward Point 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BAS Director 
Professor Nick 
Owens (right) and 
myself (lef t) on 
board the ship 
James Clark Ross, 
King Edward Point, 
Cumberland Bay 
looking towards the 
abandoned 
Norwegian whaling 
station, Grytviken. 
Photo Credit: 
Encarna Gomez. 
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Portrait of Sir James Clark Ross (1800-1862) hanging in the conference room, JCR, 
2/1/2010. He ente red the Royal Navy at the age of 12 and began his polar career with a  
search for the Northwest Passage in 1818. He later established the position of the South 
Magnetic Pole with reasonable accuracy for the first time (though did not reach the 
South Pole). Ross was elected Fellow of the Royal Society in 1828, knighted in 1843, and 
made Rear Admiral in 1856. 


