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From rody coasts and urtban churchyards to rainforests and
mountain summks. lichens are a famiiar part of the landscape, yet
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This unique book indudes up-te-date irformatica
an economic uses and cutlnes peactical projact
ideas for colecting and studying lichere. Padiad
with stuming photegraphe, Lichens reveals the
varied ard intriging world of these fascinating

organisms that are key indicaters of the Eanh's

' emvironmental heakh.
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1.0OBJECTIVES

Thisphoto diary was written on board tRRSames Clark R¢3€R3hip whilstravelling
North after our final visit ashore to King Edward Point (21 December 2009). It includes material
initially drafted fora | gaf c blagp mega |

(http://www.nhm.ac.uk/natureplus/blogs/discoveringantarcticljared€RavellingSouth, on

Signylsland and whilst travelling Narth

| welcome the opportunity to show sompigotos and share my wonderful Antarctic experience

with you.

A separateeport summarising scientific activities will also be produced


http://www.nhm.ac.uk/natureplus/blogs/discoveringantarcticlichens

2. INTRODUCTION

The idea to apply for a grant came from a former PhD studestipeovised, Dr Linda Davies,
Centre for Environmental Policy, Imperial College London. Following discussions held with staff

at British Antarctic Survey, Kew Gardens and NHM, a grant méteduio the Natural

Environment Research Council.

Visit to consult collections and discuss collaboration, British Antarctic Survey,
Cambridge, 10 February 2009. From Left to Right (Alex Tate, Linda Davies and
Helen Peat).

Competition for research fdimg is tough. | was delighted to learn in July that the project
ANCvnjympgle ?1r _parga gq_vgamjmsqg apsqrmgc | d
awarded from the British Antarctic Survey Antarctic Funding Initi@olaborative Gearing

Sdeme (CGS). The gramasenable me to visit Signy Island obtain new baseline

collections for BAS & NHM from an area of the world undergoing unprecedented change and

legislation. It will lead to new discoveries.
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BAS herbarium has many important historical collections from Slgny Island and other
Antarctic regions. Close -up of Pannaria hookeri collected by T.N. Hooker, from Observation
Bluff in 1974. Tim is great grandson of Sir Joseph Hooker (1817-1911) who, as botanist /
surgeon on the British Antarctic Expedition (1839 -1843) under command of James Clark
Ross, provided the first botanical descriptions of Antarctic regions and collected the first
plant specimens from Antarctica, including nine species of lichens

| have never visited the Antarctic before though have carried out lichenological research in
cold mountainous regions particularly in Scandinavia, Scotland, Eastern Europe and Russia. Th
Antarctic Briefing Course held at Girton College, Cambridge imi&&pteovided an ideal
opportunity for me to learn about living and working in the Antarctic and to meet others
travelling South. | enjoyed consulting collections at British Antarctic Survey, Imperial College
London and the Natural History Museum and ctedapioneers who had previously visited

Signy IslandVly visit and interdisciplinary study has certainly benefitted from my Signy mates
and their help in so many different ways. It was a real privilege to visk &igipyof a life

time. | thoroughlyenjoyed all aspects (including cooking, gagiht watchduties and

Q rspb_wscrudoud'p] méalr™ _jgm r _sefr kc rm k _ic

! PhD Thesis, T.N. Hooker, BAS Archives



3. THE JOURNEY

| (and others bound South for BAS bases) departed from Brize Norton on Sti@iztpias

arriving (via Ascension Island) at Stanley in the Falkland Islands on TuBstaytigbefore
departure of our ship, the James Clark Ross. | visited the BAS bases on South Georgia (i) Kir
Edward Point (KEP) on®0' October and (ii)*iINovember (Bird Island) to assist in providing
Apcjgcd% & Brieffieldwisifs wérdmade, including to(KEPDecemberpn our
return.Our first night spent on Signy Island wWAd8vember. JCR was delagted to stormy

weather further Southprior to arriving on Signy on M/Dec (departure day)We were

delightedto enjoy an extra 2 days there!

The splendid RRS
James Clark Ross
(JCR)ship, one of

~ the last ships to be
built in the Swan
Hunter shipyard ,
Tyneside, famed for
its craftsmanship,
moored off King
Edward Point

BAS Director
Professor Nick

» Owens (right) and
 myself (left) on
board the ship

| James Clark Ross,
King Edward Point,
Cumberland Bay
looking towards the
abandoned
Norwegian whaling
station, Grytviken.
Photo Credit:
Encarna Gomez.




Portrait of Sir James Clark Ross (1800-1862) hanging in the conference room, JCR,
2/1/2010. He entered the Royal Navy at the age of 12 and began his polar career with a
search for the Northwest Passage in 1818. He later established the position of the South
Magnetic Pole with reasonable accuracy for the first time (though did not reach the
South Pole). Ross was elected Fellow of the Royal Society in 1828, knighted in 1843, and
made Rear Admiral in 1856.



