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Care of historic human remains: 

A Consultation on the Report of the Working Group on Human Remains

The Natural History Museum, along with eight other national UK museums, has today acquired powers to move human remains out of its collections as the Government brings section 47 of the Human Tissue Act 2004 into force.

The Natural History Museum welcomes this change in legislation, which means that it no longer has the barriers imposed by the British Museum Act 1963, which have prevented it from meaningful consideration of any previous claims. It now has the right to move out of its collections human remains that are reasonably believed to be under 1,000 years in age.

The Natural History Museum has worked with representatives from other UK museums and the Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) to produce Guidance for the Care of Human Remains in Museums. This code of practice gives guidance on issues surrounding the holding and return of human remains and is today published jointly by the UK Government, the Welsh Assembly and the museum sector.

The Museum’s Trustees, guided by this code of practice and a panel of external advisors will consider any future claims for the returns of human remains that are under 1.000 years old. In each case, the interests and wishes of the claimant and the importance of the item to scientific research will be taken into consideration.

The Natural History Museum’s collection offers a unique insight into human diversity in geographical terms and in time. Access to these remains is invaluable to scientists from all over the world working in the fields of medicine, archaeology and anthropology, tackling all kinds of issues in today’s society - from disease to our shared common origins and diversity. It believes its unique collection will continue to be of immense value to scientific research in the future for the benefit of society.
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For more information please contact:

Sarah Hoyle, Jo Glyde or Becky Chetley

The Natural History Museum

Tel: 020 7942 5654

Email: press@nhm.ac.uk

Notes for Editors

· Guidance for the Care of Human Remains in Museums is available on: http://www.culture.gov.uk/global/publications/
· The Natural History Museum holds a collection of 19,950 human remains dating back to pre-historic times. The collection originates in all parts of the world, with the majority coming from the UK. 

· Strict policies guide the care and management of the collections, information provision and conditions for access. 
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