NORTH WEST FERN GROUP

Meeting at Bridge of Orchy – 22nd- 24th June 2007 

This meeting will be centred at the Bridge of Orchy Hotel between Crianlarich and Glencoe.  The leader will be Robert Sykes.  In addition to many fine stands of familiar ferns, we should see some rarities.  However, it is strenuous country and not for the faint hearted.  Robert wrote an enthusiastic report of a previous visit in the 2001 Bulletin p. 327.  However the Athyrium Distentifolium has been severely damaged since then (see Heather McHaffie’s report in the 2006 Bulletin p. 162).

The draft programme is:

Friday
22nd June


Meet at the Bridge of Orchy Hotel bar from 7pm onwards.  Early arrivals could go a little further North to search for Lycopodiella indundata round the rim of the Lochan Achlaise (GR 315486)

Saturday 23rd June


Drive up to Achallader and then climb to the Coire Achallader, where we hope to see Woodsia alpina, Polystichum lonchitis and Cystopteris montana.  Depending on the strength of the party and the weather we could then climb over the hill and drop steeply down east of Beinn Achaladair to see Athyrium distentifolium and A. distentifolium var. flexile.

Evening: meet for dinner at the Riverdale Hall Hotel.

Sunday 24th June


We could either go the A. distentifolium site, if we had not been the previous day (probably the sensible option), or else tackle a long (5 mile) walk-in to the skirts of Ben Lui.  Frank McGavigan’s list is:

Asplenium ruta-muraria, A. trichomanes, A. viride, Athyrium filix-femina, Blechnum spicant, Botrychium lunaria, Cystopteris fragilis, C. montana, Dryopteris affinis, D. dilatata, D. expansa, D. oreades, Gymnocarpium dryopteris, Oreopteris limbosperma, Phegopteris connectilis, Polystichum lonchitis, Woodsia alpina, Equisetum sylvaticum, Diphasiastrum alpinum, Huperzia selago, Lycopodium clavatum, Selaginella selaginoides.  I don’t promise all that – but clearly it has possibilities…
Accommodation


The meet centre will be the Bridge of Orchy Hotel (GR 297396).  There is a railway station close by.  It would be perfectly in order to arrive on the train and rely on transport from other participants (Robert has ski-toured from this centre in winter, and people have come up for the week-end by sleeper from London).

Maps
We are on OS sheet Landranger 50.

Booking:


Please make your own reservation as soon as possible with the Bridge of Orchy Hotel or whatever alternative you prefer.  


Please also let me know what your plans are on the attached form, so that we can have some idea of numbers.

NORTH WEST FERN GROUP                      Meeting return slip
Meeting at Bridge of Orchy  – 22nd- 24th June 2007 

I/we intend to come to this meeting
……….

Please say when you intend to join the party……………………………….

I/we have booked at the Bridge of Orchy Hotel / I have booked elsewhere (say where) for -


- Friday night


- Saturday night


- Sunday night

I/we want to have dinner with other members of the party on Saturday night.

Name(s)

Address

Tel and email

Please delete and complete as appropriate and return to 

………………………………………………………………………………………

Spare copy for your records
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