NOTES

Please note in particular the paragraph headed Your Chance to Contribute

There is questionnaire for you to complete and return at the end of these notes.

Staff members of the RHS and the RHS Herbaceous Committee will join BPS members for this meeting; the first time, it is believed that we have held a joint meeting with the RHS. To help make it a success we are inviting all participants to take an active part in some of the sessions, so please read the programme carefully and especially the very last section of these NOTES, Your chance to contribute.  

REACHING RHS WISLEY

By public transport:  The only bus service to the Gardens is the 515 from Guildford Station.

Guildford station    08.40     09.40 

RHS Gardens         09.02     10.02

Participants travelling by public transport are better advised to take the train from Waterloo Main Line station, London, to Woking and take a taxi from the station.

Trains from London Waterloo on Saturday, 3 November are

Waterloo   depart     08.42    08.45    08.50    08.53    09.00   09.05    09.12    09.15    

Woking     arrive      09.18    09.11    09.38    09.29    09.24   09.31    09.48    09.41   

Waterloo   depart     09.20    09.23    09.30   09.42

Woking     arrive      10.08    09.59    09.54   10.18   Some are fast and others slow trains! 

Note: There will be engineering works from Woking to Basingstoke, but these should not affect the journey from London to Woking.

By car:  The gardens are on the A3, approximately 6 miles north of Guildford. Travelling from the north of Wisley, leave the M25 at Junction 10 and go south along the A3 for about 1½ miles to the first slip road down off the A3; go round the roundabout under the A3 and return to the A3 going north. The entrance for the Gardens is well marked on the left hand side after about ½ mile. (The A3 is a dual carriage way and therefore there is no right turn across the A3.) For those travelling from the south, the Gardens are approximately 3 miles further on after the junction of the A3 and the A247, on the left hand side. 

ACCOMMODATION  

There is no accommodation in the immediate vicinity of the Royal Horticultural Society’s Gardens at Wisley. The nearest hotels and other accommodation are in and around Woking, the centre of which is about three miles from the gardens as the crow flies and 4-5 miles by road. Participants who need to book accommodation should contact me for details of places to stay and I will post the list to you. (I do not have the facilities to scan it into my computer and the list is too long to type in.) Please let me know if you would like to be put in touch with other folk staying in the Woking area so that you can arrange to share taxis if you wish. 

ENTRANCE TO THE GARDENS

Entrance to the gardens for the meeting is free to participants. Report to the Ticket Office on arrival. However, the BPS only has a limited number of free entrances per annum and as I am not certain yet of the total numbers attending, please would participants who are members of the RHS kindly use their membership cards.  Thank you.

TEA AND COFFEE

Tea and coffee will be provided on arrival, at lunch time and at the tea break in the afternoon. Unfortunately there is no crockery at Wisley and so disposable cups will be provided. However, if you do not like drinking from disposables please feel free to bring your own mug.  

LUNCH

Participants are recommended to bring a packed lunch. The Restaurant will be open, but queuing may take valuable time! 

Although there is no charge to attend the meeting, participants will be asked to make a small contribution on the day towards refreshments.

YOUR CHANCE TO CONTRIBUTE

As mentioned in the programme of national meetings for 2007, this meeting provides and opportunities for participants to play a part.  There are three opportunities.

1. As cultivars are the subject of this meeting, an opportunity has been made for you to nominate your favourite top ten cultivars and your five least favourite.  Please send your nominations to me by 28 September and I will prepare a list of the ten most popular and the five least popular ferns for Martin to talk about. You may accompany each nomination with a sentence explaining your reasons for its inclusion if you wish.

2. During the lunch period, a panel of experts will do their best to name unidentified cultivars for you. Please bring at least two typical fronds from your mystery plant, selecting at least one with sori if the plant is fertile. If you can also provide a photograph showing the habit of the plant that will be helpful, but not obligatory. Participants will be limited to two mystery specimens initially, though you may bring more if you wish, in the hope that there may be time available for them to be examined.  

3. The Way Forward  At present, there is no Registrar for the names of fern cultivars, and there is controversy over the present Botanical Code for the Nomenclature of Plant Cultivars as to its suitability for ferns. Please bring your questions to put to the panel, who will be considering if this situation should continue, where do we go from here and is there a role for the BPS?

I look forward to seeing you on Saturday, 3 November. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any queries.

Jennifer Ide

42 Crown Woods Way

Eltham

London SE9 2NN

Tel: 020 8850 3218 

Email: jmide@btinternet.com

