MEETINGS  PROGRAMME  FOR  2007

A lot of hard work has gone into the preparation of the meetings’ programme. Once again we have yet another ambitious programme this year. We urge you to support  those people who have so willingly and kindly offered to lead meetings by giving them your support. Could you please ensure that you notify me of your intentions on the Meetings Reply Form provided before 1st January 2007 or as early as possible. After 1st January 2007 please contact the leader of the meeting directly. Please be sure to include an SAE for each meeting where you require the information in hard copy – an SAE is not necessary where you indicate that you are willing to receive the information by e-mail. Should you at a later date be unable to attend  then please let the leader know so that starting times can be adhered to. 

Please note that the information given here is as up-to-date as is possible. Any changes will be notified in the late winter mailing and of course to those who fill in the reply form. Apologies for some of the lack of detail.

Please be sure to sign to say that you have read and understood the Safety Code, Bulletin Vol 5 pt 5 p275 and conservation Code of Conduct, Bulletin Vol 5 pt 4 p199 on the Meetings Return Form or request these documents. This helps us to show that we are taking all reasonable care with your safety and also taking a responsible attitude to conservation.

Saturday 24 March 2007             


   AGM and Spring Indoor Meeting, Edinburgh

See separate leaflets enclosed. Please note we have a full weekend planned.

Contact: Frank McGavigan, 12 Glenbank Avenue, Lenzie, Glasgow G66 5AA e-mail: frank@mcgavigan2.demon.co.uk  tel. 0141 776 1019

19 or 20 July to 23 or 24 July 2007






France/Italy

The dates we propose are provisional. We will be able to firm these up as soon as we have a receive the replies and have confirmed details with our colleague Sebastian. Fuller details of the five days which include flying in and out can be found on the web.

Leaders: Paul Ripley and Sebastian Sant

11-13 August 2007  Weekend Garden and Nurseries Meeting, 


North Wales

This meeting will be centred on Menai Bridge. On the Saturday we will visit a wide range of gardens in south Caernarvonshire where the North Atlantic Drift has a warming influence allowing successful culture of some surprising species, particularly tree-ferns. In the evening there will be a group dinner. On Sunday the emphasis shifts to visiting nurseries, partcularly Rickards Ferns, where Dick Hayward has built up a fabulous private collection in addition to the very wide range he has to sell. I also hope to be able to find time to add the odd garden.
Leader: Martin Rickard

Thursday to Sunday 16-19 August 2007              Southport Flower Show, BPS Stand

The Society has a stand in the ‘Societies Tent’ promoting the BPS, demonstrating spore propagation and answering questions from the visitors.. Sleepovers can be arranged for helpers.

Please indicate SAE or email for final details in early Summer.

Information: Mike Hayward

1-2 September 2007, Weekend Field Meeting       The Peak National Park

 This meeting will centre around the limestone dales of the White Peak where we will see ferns that are associated with an alkaline substrate and a few that aren’t. We will follow the River Wye and the Dove to see some excellent sites for the Limestone Oak Fern Gymnocarpium robertianum and Polypodium vulgare, P. interjectum, P. cambricum and P x mantoniae. If there is sufficient interest, perhaps as a contrast to the dales, we could pay a visit to the bogs – on the acid moorlands at Ramsley Moor that is – where there are extensive colonies of the common British Equistum species; we could search for possible hybrids. A fern of great rarity on the White Peak, Ceterach officinarum can be seen here at one spot by a disused reservoir.

Our main centre of accommodation for the weekend will be at the Monsal Head Hotel overlooking the Monsal Dale, should this be fully booked or your preference is for a B&B the Castle Cliffe Guest House (01629 640258), no more than a few minutes walk from the Monsal Head Hotel, offers excellent accommodation. For further accommodation details go to www.visitpeakdistric.com or see NT Peak District Visitor Guide. A more detailed itinerary of the meeting should be available by mid July 2007.

Centre: Monsal Head Hotel Tel: 01629 640250

Leader: Paul Ruston
29-30 September Weekend Field Meeting, Lincolnshire

We meet up on Friday near Lincoln Cathedral and then have a very full programme of sites to visit over the weekend culminating in a final visit to a nursery. The sites include Moor Farm, Kirkby Moor, Ostler’s Plantation, Goslings Corner Wood, Laughton Forest, Flixborough and Binbrook. Graeme has sorted out a whole range of habitats and the meeting should be good for all members of the BPS as well as allowing us to do some recording.
Leader: Paul Ripley and Graeme Clayton
2-16 October Overseas Field Meeting with The Hardy Fern Foundation, Dallas, Texas

Naud Burnett who propagates more ferns than anyone else in the world has kindly put together this tour of Texas.The tour which he calls ‘Ferntastic Tour of Texas-A land of Contrasts’ will mean a lot of travelling as Texas is about the size of Britain, France and Germany. We shall be seeing native ferns in many climate zones and ferns from mass covered tree swamps to high descent xerophetic ferns and everything between as well as gardens and of course Naud’s Nursery. For a fuller provisional programme please contact me. We hope to have an idea of cost soon which should be comparable to some of our recent excursions.
Leader: Naud Burnett
Contact: Pat Acock

3 Nov 2007, Autumn Indoor Meeting      Royal Horticultural Society Gardens, Wisley, Surrey.
FOR THE LOVE OF MONSTROUS FERNS!

Royal Horticultural Society Gardens, Wisley, Surrey. 10.30 –16.00 hrs.

In reality those beautiful ferns on which we confer the epithet ‘cultivated’ are really the monsters of the natural world being deviants from their parent species. At this meeting, hear about the historical origin of some of our most beautiful cultivars and the role of the BPS in conserving them as revealed by the Society’s first Minute book. Learn about the co-operation between the BPS and the RHS in the conservation of the Society’s herbarium and the importance of herbaria to science and the gardener. These are just some of the topics we’ll be talking about at this meeting. Why not play your role in the meeting by sending me your choice for the five top choice cultivars. And take the opportunity to visit the new, great glasshouse at Wisley.

Venue: RHS Garden, Wisley

Leader: Jennifer Ide Email: jmide@btinternet.com.

REGIONAL MEETINGS
I can fully endorse all our regional groups. If you are new and fortunate to have a group near you, it is a wonderful way of getting started and meeting fellow members of the Society. Many of our members travel miles and attend many of the local groups. For details of additional meetings in the following areas, please contact the regional organisers, enclosing a SAE. If you have no group near you, you can always start one. The Meetings’ Secretary and other regional leaders will always be willing to give advice.

Yorkshire Fern Group: Bruce Brown, 4 Bank Parade, Otley, West Yorkshire, LS21 3DY Yorkshire@eBPS.org.uk 

South East: Paul Ripley, The Coach House, The Old Rectory, Roman Road, Aldington, Ashford, Kent.TN25 7EF 01233 720754. SouthEast@eBPS.org.uk 

East Anglia: Tim Pyner, Address to be notified as Tim is on the point of moving. e-mail EastAnglia@eBPS.org.uk

North West England: Peter Campion, Lake View, Castle Hill, Bassenthwaite, Keswick, CA12 4RG.  017687 76272.  peter@petercampion.com or NorthWest@eBPS.org.uk
Cornwall: Matt Stribley, 8 St Georges Road, Truro, Cornwall TR1 3JE 
e-mail Cornwall@eBPS.org.uk 

Scotland: Frank McGavigan, 12 Glenbank Avenue, Lenzie, Glasgow G66 5AA Frank@mcgavigan2.demon.co.uk 


Please note, if you are travelling or holidaying in one of the above regions you would be welcome to join in any of the above region’s meetings. Contact the leader for a list of meetings.

FURTHER FERN  MEETINGS OF INTEREST.

Botanic Cornwall Group

The Botanic Cornwall Group have many meetings a year with a few having a definite fern input. Please contact Matt Stribley, address under Cornwall above.

The Field Studies Council

The Field Studies Council have a few fern specific courses this year. Course fees include tuition, use of library and other centre facilities. Centre-organised transport and board and lodging are in simple but comfortable accommodation. In some cases course members may be non-resident if they wish. Contact Preston Montfort Field Centre 
tel: 01743 850380 for a catalogue or information on all the field stations on the mainland.

NOTES FOR MEMBERS ATTENDING MEETINGS

Please Read These Notes Carefully

If you are attending a meeting send the reply slip to Pat Acock before 1st Januuary 2006. After this time contact the leader direct. The Leader should make you aware of the Society’s Safety Code and Conservation Code of Practise. You should read or have read these carefully. Copies are in the Bulletins of 2000 and 2001 which can be obtained from the Meetings Secretary, or will be sent if you so request one on the Meetings Reply Form. Early booking of accommodation is advisable. Members should make their own arrangements unless it is stated it is provided but in case of difficulty, the leader may be able to help.

Weekend and longer meetings normally begin with those attending having a get together at the centre hotel on the evening proceeding the meeting proper but it may not always be possible for leaders to be present so try to make yourself known to other members.

Private cars are normally used during a field meeting. Arrangements may be possible to put people in need of lifts in touch with drivers with spaces.

Plants should only be collected with permission of the leader of the meeting. All collecting must be within the relevant conservation laws and the Society’s Code of Conduct.

Members attending meetings should be prepared for poor weather and muddy or rough conditions underfoot. Meetings will normally go ahead regardless of the conditions. Walking boots or Wellingtons plus waterproof clothing are often essential. Leaders will advise participants of any known unusually severe conditions that may be encountered.

Lunch is usually taken at a convenient pub. The leader should advise if it is necessary to take a packed lunch, but it does no harm to check in case everyone else thinks that you know!

Remember that the BPS meetings are arranged for your benefit, make the most of them. In particular, if you are a relatively new member, don't be afraid to ask questions. The leader and other members will be very happy to explain things.

Meetings Secretary and Information: Pat Acock tel: 01689 820183 pat.acock@virgin.net
Meetings Committee: Martin Rickard, N.Hards, P.Ripley R Cooke & other officers.

Important note for Minors
We are required to exercise caution in including unaccompanied minors on field trips, so when you contact Pat Acock on the Meetings’ Reply Form please indicate if you are a minor so that he can provide you with the right form.













































