British Pteridological Society / Hardy Fern Foundation

Germany Fern Excursion June-July 2006

Second Circular – July 2005

Dr. Berndt Peters is planning a fern tour to Middle, North and Eastern Germany, for probably June 30th – July 09th 2006. The number of participants will be limited to 25 due to the small size of a few of the private gardens. Minimum number will be 12 participants.

Excursion program: The participants will see a wide range of gardens, all characterized by their ferns, but of very different size and style. Some of them also include interesting collections of other plants. In detail we will see the gardens and collections of the enthusiasts Ingo Carstensen, Siegfried Förster, Wolfram Gaßner, Christian Gutschow, Christian Kohout, Dietrich Nittritz, Dr. Berndt Peters, Hemuth Schmick, Günter Stobbe and Rolf Thiemann.

We will visit also the famous arboretum Ellerhoop near Hamburg and the Arctic-Alpine garden in Chemnitz, see the fern nursery Wiederstein near Koblenz and study ferns in their natural habitats in the Elbsandsteingebirge and near Zöblitz.

In the afternoons and evenings we will have the opportunity to have a look at the old German towns Bremen, Dresden, Koblenz, Lübeck and Schleswig. 

(Of course a few changes may become necessary.)

For the participants (for example for couples, where the partner is not interested in ferns), who would like to see something else other than ferns and gardens, there is the possibility to have a day for touristic use or shopping at the 4. and 6. day resp.

Housing: All accommodation will be in good middle-class hotels. Rooms will be double unless you indicate otherwise. Since most of the participants will probably be coming from the UK or the USA, hotel reservations will be made for the day before the tour starts and the day after the farewell dinner.

For those, who arrive in Hamburg rather early at July 29th and who want to see some plants and ferns, we recommend to visit the Botanical garden in Hamburg (on their own).

Meals: Breakfast (either continental-style or a buffet) will be included in the payment. Mostly we will be provided lunch boxes from the hotels, which are also included in the price. Only at July 05th we will have lunch in an inn. This meal and the evening meals are at your own expense. Dinners in the evening will be available in the hotel or within walking distance. The evening meals are not organized (exception: farewell dinner), because of probably different preference for different cuisines. 

Tour Details: We will be travelling by charter bus. 

We will have the opportunity to show fern slides in the evening of July 04th after the meal in the hotel. If some of the participants are interested to bring slides with them and to show them to the group, please let us know.

Clothing: Climate in Germany is similar as the British climate. In June / July it can be rather hot but there can also be rainy periods. Therefore a range of suitable clothing would be useful.

What is included in the payment:

· bus and driver

· staying overnight in hotels from June 29th to July 10th in double or single rooms resp.

· breakfast

· lunch boxes for 30.06. till 04.07. and 06.07. till 09.07.

· tour of the towns Bremen, Dresden, Lübeck, Koblenz and Schleswig

· entrance of the arboretum Ellerhoop

· farewell dinner at July 09 in Köln

· guided tour or the nature excursions (Elbsandsteingebirge and Zöblitz)

· Mrs. Mandt, a former member of the BPS and born in Ireland, will take part in the tour and will help with translation

The price of the tour depends on the number of participants and on the decision to use double or single rooms in the hotel. For the minimum number of 12 participants the price is 1.670 Euro for double rooms and 1.950 Euro for single rooms resp.

If the number of participants is larger than 12 the price of the tour is decreasing. We have included in this calculation a buffer, so that we hope to get a surplus, which we can remit back to the participants, if there are no inexpected costs.

If you want to take part in this excursion to Germany, please send a message with your address via email or letter to Dr. Berndt Peters, Schleswiger Str. 83, D-24392 Suederbrarup, Germany or berndtpeters@foni.net. Please tell us, whether you want to use double or single rooms resp.

We ask for a check about 400 Euro before August 31st of 2005. The rest of the money must be remitted till February 28th of 2006 (we will send you the details of the bank account in advance). 

In case of cancellation before December 31th of 2005 we will remit the money back to you. In case of cancellation after this date we will detain the costs, which we have with hotels etc.

Important: Each participant has to effect an insurance against damage during the excursion and agrees to show the certificate of insurance to Mr. Pat Acock from the BPS at the start of the tour. The BPS is the organizer of the travel in juridical sense.

