Please find below the events for the Botanical Cornwall Group for 2006. Several of the events this year have been organised as whole farm visits where the owners have kindly given the group permission to survey on their land. We should see a variety of ferns as there is usually a good variety wherever we go in Cornwall. Some of the more interesting meetings or ferns have been highlighted with a * below but you are welcome to attend any meeting.
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EVENTS 2006

All meetings start at 10.30am unless otherwise stated and usually finish at around 4pm. The meetings are open to all and are free unless otherwise stated. Bring hand-lens, notebooks and field guides if you wish, relevant OS 1:25000 maps and a GPS if you have one. Suitable clothing and footwear is recommended and bring a packed lunch. If the weather is very wet or windy (or forecast to be) the meeting may be cancelled - contact the co-ordinator beforehand to check. 
BOOKING is required for each event - please book with the co-ordinator below
British Pteridological Society Cornwall organiser - Ian Bennallick Cornwall@eBPS.org.uk or

Botanical Cornwall Group Co-ordinator – Ian Bennallick
WORK - Environmental Records Centre for Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly, Five Acres, Allet, Truro, Cornwall, TR4 9DJ – Tel: 01872 240777 ext. 244 email: ian@cornwt.demon.co.uk
HOME - Lower Polmorla, St. Wenn, Bodmin, Cornwall, PL30 5PE – Tel: 01726 890384

email ian@bennallick.fsnet.co.uk 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

*Wednesday 19th April – KILMINORTH WOODS and near SOWDEN’S BRIDGE, near Looe (SX25) – A pleasant walk through woodland alongside the West Looe River. It is hoped that spring flowers will be seen and a chance to search for Hymenophyllum tunbrigense, which hasn’t been recorded here for several years. Meet at car park in WEST LOOE, SX250537.

*Saturday 29th and Sunday 30th April – BRYOPHYTE RECORDING WEEKEND IN THE BODMIN AREA  (SX06 & SX17). It is hoped that in this meeting we shall have the opportunity to examine bryophytes in widely different habitats. Thus, it will be of special interest to those who would like to get to grips with this fascinating group of plants for the first time. Moors, streams, rocks, woods and man-made structures are all included.  We are very pleased that Mark Pool, British Bryological Society recorder for Devon will be there to help us, and Ken Preston-Mafham will be leading us to the various sites. Ferns that should be seen include Osmunda regalis, Hymenophyllum tunbrigense and possibly H. wilsonii Meet on Saturday at the car-park at Respryn Bridge SX099635. On the Sunday park near the very sharp bend on the road from Tuckingmill that is not far from the path to the Devil’s Jump SX105793. For further information please contact Nicholas De Sausmarez on 01872862773. 
Wednesday 10th May – Area around TREVIGUE, near Crackington Haven (SX19)

A visit to an area of diverse habitats include cliffs, heath, woodland and unimproved grassland. We should see a good selection of ferns of wooded areas and marshy streamsides Meet at Trevigue SX135951

*Sunday 28th May – HELLESVEOR CLIFF to TREVEGA CLIFF (SW44)

A cliff walk along dramatic coastal scenery with a search for Dwarf Rush Juncus capitatus, and other interesting species. We should see good displays of Asplenium marinum and a chance to look out for Asplenium obovatum ssp. lanceolatum. Meet at lay-by on Rosewall Hill SW487394

Saturday 17th June – BROWDA, near Linkinhorne (SX37) A farm with woodland, riverside and semi-improved grassland. We should see a good selection of ferns of wooded areas and marshy streamsides. Meet at Browda SX308719
Wednesday 21st June – BLAKES KEIRO, south of St. Minver and northern shore of the CAMEL ESTUARY (SW97) A chance to visit an isolated wet heath with several orchids and a population of Meadow Thistle Cirsium dissectum and record along the northern side of the Camel Estuary. Meet at Blakes Keiro SW962759

Saturday 1st July – EASTCOTT, Near North Tamerton (SX39) A farm with woodland, culm grassland, and access to River Tamar. We should see a good selection of ferns of wooded areas and marshy streamsides, including Equisetum spp. Meet at Eastcott SX314956.

*Wednesday 19th July – WIMALFORD, Upper Fowey valley (SX27) A smallholding on Bodmin Moor with acid bog, moorland and hay meadows. Species to see include Oblong-leaved Sundew Drosera intermedia, Greater Butterfly-orchid Platanthera chlorantha and other typical Bodmin Moor species. There may also be a chance to visit nearby recently cleared plantation and Dozmary Pool, where Isoetes echinospora is frequent. Meet at entrance to Wimalford SX213732.

*Sunday 30th July – COW-y-JACK, CROUSA COMMON and MAIN DALE, near Coverack (SW71) The morning will be spent at Cow-y-Jack, recently grazed heath, scrub and bog, with the afternoon exploring similar habitats on Crousa Common and Main Dale. We should see Equisetum telmateia in its native habitat in Cornwall (it is very local), and a chance to search for Pilularia globulifera. Meet at parking area at St. Keverne Beacon SW772197.

Sunday 6th August – VENTONTEAGUE and TRENERRY FARM (SW85) A large area of wet woodland and scrub (County Wildlife Site), with a mixture of typical farmland habitats. We should see a good selection of ferns of wooded areas and marshy streamsides. Meet at lay-by at Boxheater (junction at top of Zelah Hill) SW820529

Wednesday 9th August – EGLOSMERTHER, east of Truro (SW84) A small organic farm on the east side of the Tresillian River, with a mixture of grassland, arable and woodland. We should see a good selection of ferns of wooded areas and marshy streamsides. Meet at Eglosmerther SW861445

Saturday 26th August – TREGIRLS, north of Padstow (SW97) This meeting will be aimed at surveying the numerous arable fields in this area, where through arable stewardship several margins for arable plants and birds have been left. There is also a chance to have a look around Harbour Cove for Broad-fruited and Hairy-fruited Cornsalad Valerianella rimosa and V. eriocarpa. Meet at car park at Harbour Cove SW908771 – please send me your car reg. number as parking should then be free.
*Wednesday 6th September – DORMINACK area, west of Lamorna Cove (SW42) Looking at an area of cliff grassland, scrub and small unimproved fields. Part of the area is a private nature reserve. A colony of Shore Dock Rumex rupestris nearby will also be seen. We should see good displays of Asplenium marinum and a chance to look out for Asplenium obovatum ssp. lanceolatum. Meet at lay-by at New Town (entrance to Rosemodress Farm and Dorminack) SW435246

*Wednesday 13th September - FROGMORE, near LANTEGLOS (SX15) A farm with a mixture of arable, cliff grassland and scrub and streamside. We should see good displays of Asplenium marinum and a chance to look out for Asplenium obovatum ssp. lanceolatum. Meet at car park at Frogmore SX156516

Saturday 7th October – COURT FARM, Philleigh (SW83) A farm with extensive wooded frontage to the estuarine River Fal, arable, grassland and marshy areas. We should see a good selection of ferns of wooded areas and marshy streamsides.
Meet near the church in Philleigh SW871393

Saturday 3rd February 2007 – INDOOR MEETING, FRADDON VILLAGE HALL (mid-Cornwall)
The yearly indoor meeting will be a review of botanical happenings of 2006, a chance to view slides and photos, sell books, win prizes in a raffle, organise trips for 2007 and have a good chat! Bring plants or material to be named or anything botanical you think may be of interest to others and a packed lunch or a plate of food to share. 
Meet at Fraddon Village Hall, SW910577 - 10am to 4pm 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ADDITIONAL BOTANICAL MEETINGS IN CORNWALL OF INTEREST TO RECORDERS

Helford Voluntary Marine Conservation Area

Sunday 7th May - A HELFORD VALLEY GARDEN WALK Enjoy the flowers and whimsical wisdom of botanist Keith Spurgin beside the Helford River in the beautiful Budock Vean Hotel grounds. Cost: £2. Members free but please book in advance (max. 25). Refreshments available in hotel – book your cream tea in advance!  Time: 2.30 – 4.30 p.m. 
Meet at Budock Vean Hotel, above Helford Passage on Mawnan Smith to Port Navas road SW762276 Contact: Pamela 01209 842316 or Martin 01326 221674

Wild flower Society - Remember to join the society!
Sunday 25 June 2006 – Truro (Branch T) We will explore the Truro area covering a variety of habitats including, estuary, pavements, walls, hedges and arable. Leader: Matt Stribley. Meet 11.00 am at Malpas Park, Malpas Road, Truro (near tennis courts) SW834437. Contact number: 01872 279748 email: matt@floracam.co.uk
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