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Preface

Fujian is located in the southeast coast of China. It is mild and humid in
climate due to the influence of monsoons. A quarter of the world’s moso
bamboo forests are found in Fujian. The moso bamboo forestry is a ma-
jor growing industry in Fujian and plays a significant role in the increase
of the total revenue of the province. The moso bamboo grows fast, is
high in yield and can be harvested continuously for years. These excel-
lent features ensure their beneficial roles in the regulation of local cli-
mate, conservation of soil and water, purification of the air, resistance
to Typhoon and reduction of natural disasters.

With the increased development and use of bamboo forests in the
late 1980s, the human interference of the natural ecosystem of bamboo
forests has increased, resulting in the reduced biodiversity and loss of
natural regulation in the bamboo ecosystem and emergence of such
pests as mites, aphids and scale insects. In the early 1990s, mite injury
with the loss of leaves was discovered in some bamboo forests in Fu-
jian, but there was no study on mites and their damage. In 1994, mite
outbreaks occurred in some forests in Sanming, Longyan and Jianou
and the “burnt” forests attracted the attention of farmers, plant protec-
tion workers and government officials. During 1996-1999, a joint
project on bamboo mites, staffed by experts from Fujian Academy of
Agricultural Sciences, Fujian Forestry Bureau and Fujian Academy of
Forestry Sciences, was funded by Fujian Science Council as a key
project during the “Nine-Five” and “Ten-Five” periods. With the fund-
ing and assistance of State Administration of Foreign Expert Affairs
and Fujian Personnel Bureau, I was honoured to have invited Dr Zhi-
Qiang Zhang, a world renowned acarologist of the International Insti-
tute of Entomology (London, England), to join our project and advise
us on our work. Since 1996, the team of this project has worked hard
and made significant achievements. This book, with a collection of nine
papers, presents the most recent results from our research. 
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Human intervention is the most active and destructive factor in
modern agro-ecosystems. The occurrence and control of mite pests in
bamboo forests are in fact the result of interaction and harmonization
between human and nature. The purpose of the publication of this book
is to provide a scientific base and reference for future workers to enrich
research on mites of bamboo forests, to enhance the use of predatory
mites in biocontrol, and to facilitate the restoration of bamboo forest ec-
osystems.

This book was initiated under the suggestion of Dr Zhi-Qiang
Zhang and completed with the cooperation of Mr Jianzhen Lin and Dr
Qinghai Fan. Dr Zhi-Qiang Zhang also wrote several chapters, helped
to write the other chapters and page-set the book.

We are grateful to the following for their kind concern and support
to this project: Deputy Director Zonghui Zhang of Fujian Forestry Bu-
reau, Director Huaan Xie and Deputy Director Yulan Feng of Fujian
Academy of Agricultural Sciences, Director Kaiben Li of Plant Protec-
tion Institute of Fujian Academy of Agricultural Sciences, Deputy Di-
rector Zhihua Lu of Fujian Personnel Bureau, and Director Xuan Luo of
International Cooperation Office of Fujian Science Council. We also
acknowledge the financial support to this project by the State Adminis-
tration of Foreign Expert Affairs, Fujian Personnel Bureau, Fujian For-
estry Bureau and Fujian Academy of Agricultural Sciences.

Yanxuan Zhang
8 March 2000
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Preface in Chinese
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