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Acarology and Member News

The XIth International Congress 
of Acarology will be held in Merida, 
Mexico during September 8-13, 2002, 
during which an updated Directory of 
Acarologists of the World will be released.
The Directory 2002 will be available on 
the internet, and on computer disc, that 
will be free to the acarological 
community. If you want to be listed in 
the new directory, please supply the 
following information:

TITLE 
FIRST NAME 
LAST NAME 
ADDRESS 
E-MAIL ADDRESS 
HOME PAGE URL (WWW ADDRESS) 
PHONE 
FAX 
TAXONOMIC GROUPS STUDIED 
AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION 
(i.e., physiology, systematics etc.) 

and send them by letter, phone, fax, or e-
mail to

Val Behan-Pelletier 
Executive Secretary, IEC 
Biodiversity Program 
Eastern Cereal & Oilseed Research Centre 
K. W. Neatby Bldg., 960 Carling Ave.
Ottawa, ON  K1A 0C6
Canada 

Tel: (613) 759-1799 
Fax: (613) 759-1927 
E-mail: behanpv@em.agr.ca 
URL: http://res.agr.ca/ecorc/ 

Mr. Ilya Smelansky (P.O.Box 547 
630090 Novosibirsk, Russia) is trying to 
find references concerning the fauna 
(including first descriptions of new taxons) 
and ecology of oribatids in arid and semi-
arid areas of China (Inner Mongolia, 
Xinjiang-Uigur Autonomous Region) and 
would be happy to contact any person who 
explores oribatids in this region.

A colourful poster named "Mites in 
the Rainforest"is available free from
The Community Information Unit of 
Environment Australia which can be 
reached by e-mail
ciu@ea.gov.au 

The Central American Institute for 
Biological Research and 
Conservation is a non-governmental, 
non- profit organization.   Its purpose is to 
promote and to develop scientific research 
in the areas of Biology and Conservation 
in the Central American Isthmus.  The 
organization is offering short training field 
courses on Biology and Conservation 
subjects which may be of interest to 
undergraduate and graduate students of 
Biology or related fields. The courses are: 
Phylogenetics (cladistic analysis)- 2001 
Starting: Jan 21, 2001
Ending: Feb 4, 2001 
Application Deadline: Nov 24, 2000 
Multivariate Methods in Biology- 2000 
Starting date: Oct 22 
Ending date: Nov 5 
Application Deadline: September 1 
Place: Costa Rica 

Alireza Saboori , Alireza Nemati  
& Mohammad Saeed Mosaddegh 
Second Asian larval Trombella Berlese, 
1887 (Acari: Trombellidae), with 
description of a new species from Iran.

Systematic & Applied Acarology
Special Publications
No 5 (2000) 
Forthcoming papers

Alireza Saboori  & Ahmad 
Atamehr Grandjeanella kamalii sp. nov. 
(Acari: Erythraeidae) from Iran with a key 
to world species.     pp. 1-8

Zhi-Qiang Zhang Notes on Varroa
destructor (Acari: Varroidae) parasitic on
honeybees in New Zealand.   pp 9-14

Zhi-Qiang Zhang & Tinghuan 
Wen On the status of Batracarus 
Vercammen-Grandjean, 1968 (Acari: 
Leeuwenhoe-kiidae)
_________________________________
All papers published in Syst. Appl.
Acarol. Spec. Publ. are free online at:
www.nhm.ac.uk/hosted_sites/acarology
/saas/saasp.html

New members

Basic member

Dr G. V. P. Reddy
Department of Biological Organic 
Chemistry
Jordi Girona, 18-26, E- 08034-Barcelona
Spain. 

Tel: 34 93 400 6100 ext.204 
(w) 34 93 405 0407
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agricultural pests including mites.

Dr Fleurat-Lessard F
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Research Laboratory of Stored-Products
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P. O. Box 81, F 33883
Villenave D'Ornon Cedex
France.
Tel 33 556 843290 (w), 33 556 890594, 
Fax 33 556 843289
Emmail: francis.fleurat-
lessard@bordeaux.inra.fr 
Research interests: Store product and 
house-dust mites 
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Field Ecology -2001
Starting: 15 April 2001
Ending: April 31, 2001 
Application Deadline: Jan 30, 2001 

More information including courses cost, 
application procedures, etc. could be found 
at http://www.cibrc.freehosting.net or 
email contact at 
academics@cibrc.freehosting.net 

Dr. Xian-guo Guo of Dali Medical 
College in Yunnan Province moved to 
Australia in the beginning of May, 2000 
and will stay there for a full year as a 
visiting scholar. He did some work on Blue 
Oat Mites in his first month in Australia.  
Now he is doing some biochemical and 
immunological research on malaria .  His 
current research involves the expression of 
the recombinant HRP-2 (a protein derived 
from malaria parasites) in E. coli, 
purification of HRP-2, and production of 
the specific antibody against HRP-2.  He is 
also in charge of a project on the taxonomy 
and community ecology of ectoparasitic 
mites including mainly sand mites and 
gamasid mites of small mammals in 
China.  The project is funded for leading 
scholars in Yunnan Province.  He is still 
very interested in mites and insects of 
medical importance, especially their 
taxonomy and ecology. Dr. Guo can be 
contacted at School of Biochemistry, La 
Trobe University, Bundoora, Victoria 3083
Australia. 
E-mail: xgguo@bioserve.latrobe.edu.au  or 
guodlmcl@public.km.yn.cn 

Merging of universities 
dominates current Chinese high 
education reform and affects 
acarological research in the 
country

By Xiaoyue Hong

In the recent two or three years, there 
have been many merging of universities 
in China as part of high education 
system reform.   In the past, many 
ministries in the central government had 
governed their own universities directly.   
For example, the Ministry of Agriculture 
governed fourteen agricultural and fishery 
universities through its Department 
(Bureau) of Education.  These 
universities, whose presidents were 
usually appointed by the ministry, got 
their financial support directly from the 
Ministry of Agriculture.  The pass of the 
High Education Law of the PeopleÕs 
Republic of China two years ago 
guarantees that the Ministry of Education 
be in charge of the high education 
nationwide.  However the High 
Education Law permits other ministries 
or agencies under the State Council such 
as the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Ministry of Public Security, The State 
Ethnic Affairs Commission, and so on 
to be responsible for related high 
education, which aroused arguments 
among many scholars.  The reform of 
the system, or the change of 
administration status and merging of 
universities are high on the agenda of 
Chinese high education reform plan.

Potential biocontrol agents of 
eriophyoid and tetranychid mites.     
193.

Journal of Acarol. Soc. of Japan
Vol.9, No.1 (May, 2000)

Abe, H.  Water mites: phylogeny and 
evolution.     1

Osakabe, M.H., Ehara, S., and 
Adhikari, S.  Damage to young 
leaves of pear trees by Bryobia 
rubrioculus(Scheuten) (Acari: 
Tetranychidae) in Nepal.     15

Okabe, K., Nakamura, T. and 
Gotoh, T.  Preliminary studies of 
mites associated with the Japanese 
honey bee, Apis cerana japonca 
Radoszkowski (Hymenoptera: Apidae).   
23 
 
Kasuga, S. and Amano, H.  
Questionnarie survey on damage by 
acarid mites on spinach in Japan (In 
Japanese).     31

Fujimoto, K.  Induction of the 
behavioural diapause of Ixodes 
nipponensis nymphs(Acarina: Ixodidae) 
by exposure to a short-day photoperiod 
after molting.     43 

Fujita, H. and Tsuboi, Y.  A 
survey of ixidid ticks (Acari:Ixodidae) 
including a list of all known species in 
Okinawajima Islands, Japan.     45

Yamauchi, T. and Funakoshi, 

K.  Ticks (Acari: Ixodidae) from 
Chiroptera (Mammalia) of Kyushu, Japan.   
51 

Proceedings of 8th Annual Meeting of the 
Acarological Society of Japan (In 
Japanese).     55

Systematic & Applied Acarology
Vol. 6 (2001) 
Forthcoming papers

Cengiz Kazak Population dynamics of 
naturally occuring Phytoseiulus persimilis 
(Acari: Phytoseiidae) colonising beans
(Phaseolus vulgaris cv. Sari) infested by 
spider mites, Tetranychus cinnabarinus 
(Acari: Tetranychidae), in
Turkey.

Wei-Nan Wu & Jian-Feng Ou 
The obtusus species group of the genus 
Amblyseius (Acari: Phytoseiidae), with 
descriptions of two new species in China. 
Two new species of the genus 

Suigai Wei & Wen Lu Diptilomiopus 
(Acari: Diptilomiopidae) from South 
China. 

Chungen Wen & Zhimin Zhu. A 
new species of water mites in the genus 
Limnesia from Jiangxi, China (Acari: 
Limmesiidae) 

Alireza  Saboori & Mohammad Ali  
Akrami A new species of Erythraeus larva 
(Acari: Erythraeidae) from Iran. 
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1. Reforms of national universities
In China, there are now more than one 

thousand government-funded universities 
and colleges, either at the national or 
provincial levels.  Previously, about 345 
universities and colleges were administered 
by various ministries & agencies under the 
central government.  By adopting the 
policy of Joint Construction, Cooperative 
Administration, Transference of 
Jurisdiction, and Amalgamation by the 
State Council, more than 200 universities 
and colleges had been transferred from the 
central government to local governments 
by March 2000.  There are currently less 
than one hundred national universities 
under the direct administration of the 
Ministry of Education and several related 
ministries of the central government.  
They recruit students nationwide.  The 
enrollment at these universities are very 
competitive.   People often call them key 
or important universities.  Among the 
national universities, some are prestigious 
and considered by almost every Chinese 
people the best ones.  The Ministry of 
Education has invested and will continue 
to invest more money into these best ones 
to establish their reputations in the world.  
In the mean time, some universities have 
been merged with these famous 
universities in a bid to have 
comprehensive university model and to 
compete with world famous universities in 
the United States, Europe and Japan. One 
of the largest and the most important 
mergers ever in modern ChinaÕs high 
education took place between Zhejiang 
University and Zhejiang Agricultural 
University, Hangzhou University and 

Zhejiang Medical University two years 
ago, and sent a strong message to China 
and the world that ChinaÕs high 
education is reshuffling. Some famous 
universities may take small universities 
or colleges to develop new fields, e.g. 
Shanghai Jiaotong University, the alma 
mater of ChinaÕs President Jiang Zemin, 
a typically strong university in 
transportation, shipbuilding and industry 
took Shanghai Agricultural College last 
year, hoping to develop in the fields of 
agriculture and life science. The latter is 
a small college administrated by 
Shanghai Municipality. The University 
of Science and Technology of China 
(USTC), a cradle of science talents 
annexed Hefei Economy and Technology 
College, a not famous but rich college 
under The Tobacco General Company of 
China and this also shows USTCÕs 
ambition to develop in agriculture and 
life science and to make use of the 
resources of the latter. In the same way, 
Tsinghua University took The Central 
Industrial Arts College last year and this 
reflected that Tsinghua will have a real 
comprehensive model and the merger 
accords with the development trend of 
combining the science and art. Tsinghua 
is also negotiating a merger with Peking 
Union Medical College, a very strong 
medical school in research in China and 
is willing to be on the top one hundred 
world-class university list. According to 
professor Chen Jia-Er, former president 
of Peking University, it will take at 
least 20 years for some ChinaÕs 
universities to become world first-class 
ones. The latest strong to strong mergers 

James, D.G.  Reproductive diapause in 
Typhlodromus doreenae Schicha (Acari: 
Phytoseiidae).     101

Prasad, V.  A quarter century of 
acarology: On 25th anniversary of the 
International Journal of Acarology.     105

Vol. 26, No. 2, 2000

Okabe, K. and OConnor, B.M.  
Morphometric and systematic analyses of 
populations of the Schwiebea barbei  
group (Acari: Acaridae) with particular 
reference to populations from North 
America and Japan.     115

Magowski, W.L. and Di Palma, 
A.  Acaronemus tamaricis, a new species 
of the family Tarsonemidae (Acari: 
Heterostigmata) from France.     127

Flechtmann, C.H.W.  Two new 
genera and three new species of 
Eriophyidae (Acari) from the Brazilian 
pine, Araucaria angustifolia 
(Araucaraceae).     137

Flechtmann, C.H.W. and 
Fernando, L.C.P.  Dolichotetranychus 
cocos n. sp. from the perianth of coconuts 
in Sri Lanka (Acari: Tenuipalpidae).     
145

Schatz, H.  Eremaeozetes sabinae sp. 
nov. (Acari: Oribatida) from the Hawaiian 
Islands.     155

Sezek, F. and Ozkan, M.  A study 
of Eylais rahmi Ozkan, 1982 (Acari: 

Hydrachneillae: Eylaidae).     161

Kollars, Jr., T.M., Oliver, Jr., 
J.H., Kollars, P.G., James, 
A.M.,  Richardson, A., Durden, 
L.A., Miles, D.O., and Masters, 
E.J.  Phenotypic variation in Borrelia 
burgdorferi sensu lato in ticks (Acari: 
Ixodidae) and isolates from Missouri.     
167

Kollars, Jr, T.M., Tippayachai, 
B., Phulsuksombati, D., 
Bodhidatta, D., Lerdithusnee, 
K., Parrish, J., and Coleman, 
R.E.  Variation in weight loss in Mus 
musculus (Rodentia) fed upon by 
Leptotrombidium chiangraiensis and 
Leptotrombidium imphalum (Acari: 
Trombiculidae) infected with two strains 
of Orientia tsutsugamushi (Rickettsia).    
173

Yoder, J.A. and Stevens, B.W.  
Attractiveness and feeding stimulatory 
activity of water in the American dog 
tick, Dermacentor variabilis (Acari: 
Ixodidae).     177

Hyland, K.E., Bernier, J., 
Markowski, D., Maclachlan, A., 
Amr, Z., Pitocchelli, J., Myers, 
J., and Hu, R.  Records of ticks 
(Acari: Ixodidae) parasitizing birds 
(Aves) in Rhode Island, USA.     183

Fitzgerald, J.D. and Solomon, 
M.G.  Phytoseiid mites from 
Christmas tree (Pices abies and Abies 
nordmanniana) plantations in England: 
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between Peking University and Beijing 
Medical University, between XiÕan 
Jiaotong University and XiÕan Medical 
University and Shaanxi Finance and 
Economy College, between Fudan 
University and Shanghai Medical 
University, between Jilin University and 
Jilin University of Technology, Norman 
Bethune Medical University, Changchun 
University of Science & Technology and 
Changchun Posts and 
Telecommunications College will 
definitely bring about super universities 
and reflect the Chinese governmentÕs 
strong will to have world first-class 
universities in China. In todayÕs China, 
Tsinghua University, Peking University, 
Nanjing University, Fudan University, 
University of Science and Technology of 
China, Zhejiang University, Nankai 
University and Shanghai Jiaotong 
University are at the top of the pyramid of 
ChinaÕs universities and will become even 
stronger with the help from the central 
government as well as the local 
governments who may feel pride in having 
prestigious universities in their areas and 
would invest money in these universities.

2. Reshuffles in provincial level 
universities 

However many more universities and 
colleges are administrated by the 
Department of Education or Education 
Commission in provinces, regions and 
municipalities. They are around 900 in 
number. They are local universities and 
colleges recruiting students from the 
province or region or municipality, and 
make contribution to the economic 

development of each area. Many local 
universities have also reshuffled in recent 
years. Shanghai University is the merger 
of former Shanghai University, 
Shanghai Industrial University, 
Shanghai Science and Technology 
University and Shanghai Science and 
Technology Institute. Yangzhou 
University, a provincial university in 
Jiangsu is a merger of Jiangsu 
Agricultural College, Yangzhou Normal 
College, Yangzhou Medical College, and 
some other institutions in the same city. 
Formerly known as Dongwu University 
and Jiangsu Normal College, 
respectively, Suzhou University is one 
of the biggest provincial universities in 
Jiangsu and has wider disciplines than 
many provincial universities after 
merging several colleges in Suzhou. 
Local universities in remote 
underdeveloped regions are also eager to 
develop and reform, and wish to become 
comprehensive universities. In its 
merger with Guizhou Agricultural 
College, and some other smaller 
colleges, Guizhou University has 
produced the biggest and also strongest 
university in Guizhou province and won  
firm support from the local government. 
Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region 
government instructed the merger of 
Guangxi University with Guangxi 
Agricultural University. In Xinjiang 
Uighur Autonomous Region, Shihezi 
Agricultural College and Shihezi 
Medical College, both belonging to the 
agricultural lands reclaiming 
administration merged into Shihezi 
University. 

modern techniques in the study of mites 
and let students and other scientists 
know that acarology is cutting-edge too. 
We cannot change the situation of 
acarology overnight, we have to work 
hard together, help each other and pray 
for a bright future.
________________________________
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International Journal of 
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Vol. 26, No. 1, 2000

Ayaad, T.H., Rashdan, N.A., 
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There are a few city universities. 
They are funded by city governments 
and a few rich Hong Kong and Macau 
tycoons. For example, Ningbo 
University, a local university in 
Zhejiang province, was funded by Hong 
Kong businessman Bao Yugang, Shao 
Yifu and the local government; Shantou 
University in Guangdong province was 
financially supported by the famous 
Hong Kong tycoon Li Ka-shing who 
donated 1.17 billion HK dollar in total 
to this university. Another local 
university also in Guangdong province, 
Wuyi University received great concern 
and support from overseas Chinese and 
compatriots of Hong Kong and Macau. 
These universities are usually located in 
the coastal regions where economies are 
well developed and have close relations 
with overseas Chinese people. They are 
more open in the process of education. 
Their teaching facilities are very good, 
and what they need most are the high 
level teachers and therefore use high-pay 
policy to recruit many talents from 
around the country. 

3. What do education reforms in China 
mean to Acarological research?

3.1 Acarology remains a small 
discipline under the current reforms.

Basically the education reshuffles in 
China aims at upgrading the research 
level, building up strong famous 
universities, reducing administrative 
staff members and decreasing fees in 
administration. The central government 
as well as the local governments have 
already invested and will still invest the 

limited money in the most needed fields 
such as the molecular biology, genetic 
engineering and biological pharmacy, and 
by doing so they can compete with other 
developed countries. The last several 
years witnessed great development in 
modern molecular biological fields in 
mainland China. Acarology has never 
been and will not be paid much attention 
from governments at any level in China. 
As a small discipline in either national 
universities or local universities, 
acarology is facing a difficult situation. 
In fact, many non-professional 
acarologists in local universities are 
short of research funds and spend much 
time on teaching activities and other 
applied research such as the insecticides 
and IPM, and many of them use small 
money saved from other applied research 
programs for the study of mites. The 
acarologists in national universities are 
not optimistic either. They also face 
stronger pressure from colleagues in 
other promising fields in the same 
university. They do not have students 
coming in or have a few students because 
the majority of students are realistic and 
choose the modern and promising fields, 
which could lead them to good jobs in 
the future market. 

3.2 Economic-oriented reform makes 
acarologists with little money find 
research more difficult

Many universities are now reforming 
internal administration system, which 
gives research staff right to get some 
rewards from getting funds and in the 
mean time requires them to pay the 
water, electricity and even housing from 

the research funds. Some experts say that 
they use more or less one-third research 
money for non-research items. The 
majority of Chinese scientists pay money 
for copying, surfing on Internet and 
mailing reprints. Due to the limited 
acarological research funds (about 2-3 
items for acarology every year) from the 
ChinaÕs National Natural Science 
Foundation (NNSF), the only money 
resource from the national government for 
acarology, it is quite clear that many 
acarologists will live on non-NNSF 
funds. The provincial science funds are 
almost exclusively for applied research. 
For example, the natural science 
foundation in developed eastern Jiangsu 
province has supported entomological 
research for quite a few years and all the 
money go to the cotton bollworm, the 
brown planthopper and other important 
pests in the province. It is impossible for 
a professional acarologist in the province 
to get the money from the provincial 
research funds. Other provinces have 
similar stories.   

Almost every province, municipality 
or region has entomologists working on 
mites or ticks-this is inevitable given the 
importance of mites and ticks in 
agriculture, animal husbandry and natural 
systems. However only a few 
municipalities, provinces or regions have 
professional acarologists. If the present 
situation continues, China will face the 
shortage of trained professional 
acarologists for identifying specific groups 
and handling acarological problems.

3.3 Relationship plays an important 
role in getting funds for acarology

Many acarologists feel that it is quite 
difficult to get funds from either the 
central government or local governments 
because  money is limited and the Guanxi 
(relationship) plays an important role in 
getting money in current China. The 
Chinese research funding system is not 
well established and acarologists cut no 
figures in ChinaÕs entomological arena, it 
is therefore that many acarologists know 
nobody in the government or research 
funding administrations who may not 
realize the importance of Acarology. If 
you become an official of the university, 
or if you know some individuals in the 
administrative offices, you will have 
more chances to brief the government 
officials on how important the acarology 
is, and have more chances to get the 
money for research. I do not blame this 
phenomenon. In fact, I agree with Dr. 
Vikram Prasad that working with 
politicians is an important effort and we 
got to do something for the development 
of acarology.

I agree with Dr. Dave E. Walter and 
Dr. Zhi-Qiang Zhang in the forum of For 
the Survival of Acarology that the 
acarology situation in Australia is not an 
isolated one. The practical solutions to 
the difficult acarology situation in China 
may include the co-operation with experts 
in other disciplines such as genetics, 
molecular biology, and ecology; make 
use of some mite problems such as the 
citrus mite damage and introduce the 
seriousness of mites to government 
officials and win their support; try to use 
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There are a few city universities. 
They are funded by city governments 
and a few rich Hong Kong and Macau 
tycoons. For example, Ningbo 
University, a local university in 
Zhejiang province, was funded by Hong 
Kong businessman Bao Yugang, Shao 
Yifu and the local government; Shantou 
University in Guangdong province was 
financially supported by the famous 
Hong Kong tycoon Li Ka-shing who 
donated 1.17 billion HK dollar in total 
to this university. Another local 
university also in Guangdong province, 
Wuyi University received great concern 
and support from overseas Chinese and 
compatriots of Hong Kong and Macau. 
These universities are usually located in 
the coastal regions where economies are 
well developed and have close relations 
with overseas Chinese people. They are 
more open in the process of education. 
Their teaching facilities are very good, 
and what they need most are the high 
level teachers and therefore use high-pay 
policy to recruit many talents from 
around the country. 

3. What do education reforms in China 
mean to Acarological research?

3.1 Acarology remains a small 
discipline under the current reforms.

Basically the education reshuffles in 
China aims at upgrading the research 
level, building up strong famous 
universities, reducing administrative 
staff members and decreasing fees in 
administration. The central government 
as well as the local governments have 
already invested and will still invest the 

limited money in the most needed fields 
such as the molecular biology, genetic 
engineering and biological pharmacy, and 
by doing so they can compete with other 
developed countries. The last several 
years witnessed great development in 
modern molecular biological fields in 
mainland China. Acarology has never 
been and will not be paid much attention 
from governments at any level in China. 
As a small discipline in either national 
universities or local universities, 
acarology is facing a difficult situation. 
In fact, many non-professional 
acarologists in local universities are 
short of research funds and spend much 
time on teaching activities and other 
applied research such as the insecticides 
and IPM, and many of them use small 
money saved from other applied research 
programs for the study of mites. The 
acarologists in national universities are 
not optimistic either. They also face 
stronger pressure from colleagues in 
other promising fields in the same 
university. They do not have students 
coming in or have a few students because 
the majority of students are realistic and 
choose the modern and promising fields, 
which could lead them to good jobs in 
the future market. 

3.2 Economic-oriented reform makes 
acarologists with little money find 
research more difficult

Many universities are now reforming 
internal administration system, which 
gives research staff right to get some 
rewards from getting funds and in the 
mean time requires them to pay the 
water, electricity and even housing from 

the research funds. Some experts say that 
they use more or less one-third research 
money for non-research items. The 
majority of Chinese scientists pay money 
for copying, surfing on Internet and 
mailing reprints. Due to the limited 
acarological research funds (about 2-3 
items for acarology every year) from the 
ChinaÕs National Natural Science 
Foundation (NNSF), the only money 
resource from the national government for 
acarology, it is quite clear that many 
acarologists will live on non-NNSF 
funds. The provincial science funds are 
almost exclusively for applied research. 
For example, the natural science 
foundation in developed eastern Jiangsu 
province has supported entomological 
research for quite a few years and all the 
money go to the cotton bollworm, the 
brown planthopper and other important 
pests in the province. It is impossible for 
a professional acarologist in the province 
to get the money from the provincial 
research funds. Other provinces have 
similar stories.   

Almost every province, municipality 
or region has entomologists working on 
mites or ticks-this is inevitable given the 
importance of mites and ticks in 
agriculture, animal husbandry and natural 
systems. However only a few 
municipalities, provinces or regions have 
professional acarologists. If the present 
situation continues, China will face the 
shortage of trained professional 
acarologists for identifying specific groups 
and handling acarological problems.

3.3 Relationship plays an important 
role in getting funds for acarology

Many acarologists feel that it is quite 
difficult to get funds from either the 
central government or local governments 
because  money is limited and the Guanxi 
(relationship) plays an important role in 
getting money in current China. The 
Chinese research funding system is not 
well established and acarologists cut no 
figures in ChinaÕs entomological arena, it 
is therefore that many acarologists know 
nobody in the government or research 
funding administrations who may not 
realize the importance of Acarology. If 
you become an official of the university, 
or if you know some individuals in the 
administrative offices, you will have 
more chances to brief the government 
officials on how important the acarology 
is, and have more chances to get the 
money for research. I do not blame this 
phenomenon. In fact, I agree with Dr. 
Vikram Prasad that working with 
politicians is an important effort and we 
got to do something for the development 
of acarology.

I agree with Dr. Dave E. Walter and 
Dr. Zhi-Qiang Zhang in the forum of For 
the Survival of Acarology that the 
acarology situation in Australia is not an 
isolated one. The practical solutions to 
the difficult acarology situation in China 
may include the co-operation with experts 
in other disciplines such as genetics, 
molecular biology, and ecology; make 
use of some mite problems such as the 
citrus mite damage and introduce the 
seriousness of mites to government 
officials and win their support; try to use 
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between Peking University and Beijing 
Medical University, between XiÕan 
Jiaotong University and XiÕan Medical 
University and Shaanxi Finance and 
Economy College, between Fudan 
University and Shanghai Medical 
University, between Jilin University and 
Jilin University of Technology, Norman 
Bethune Medical University, Changchun 
University of Science & Technology and 
Changchun Posts and 
Telecommunications College will 
definitely bring about super universities 
and reflect the Chinese governmentÕs 
strong will to have world first-class 
universities in China. In todayÕs China, 
Tsinghua University, Peking University, 
Nanjing University, Fudan University, 
University of Science and Technology of 
China, Zhejiang University, Nankai 
University and Shanghai Jiaotong 
University are at the top of the pyramid of 
ChinaÕs universities and will become even 
stronger with the help from the central 
government as well as the local 
governments who may feel pride in having 
prestigious universities in their areas and 
would invest money in these universities.

2. Reshuffles in provincial level 
universities 

However many more universities and 
colleges are administrated by the 
Department of Education or Education 
Commission in provinces, regions and 
municipalities. They are around 900 in 
number. They are local universities and 
colleges recruiting students from the 
province or region or municipality, and 
make contribution to the economic 

development of each area. Many local 
universities have also reshuffled in recent 
years. Shanghai University is the merger 
of former Shanghai University, 
Shanghai Industrial University, 
Shanghai Science and Technology 
University and Shanghai Science and 
Technology Institute. Yangzhou 
University, a provincial university in 
Jiangsu is a merger of Jiangsu 
Agricultural College, Yangzhou Normal 
College, Yangzhou Medical College, and 
some other institutions in the same city. 
Formerly known as Dongwu University 
and Jiangsu Normal College, 
respectively, Suzhou University is one 
of the biggest provincial universities in 
Jiangsu and has wider disciplines than 
many provincial universities after 
merging several colleges in Suzhou. 
Local universities in remote 
underdeveloped regions are also eager to 
develop and reform, and wish to become 
comprehensive universities. In its 
merger with Guizhou Agricultural 
College, and some other smaller 
colleges, Guizhou University has 
produced the biggest and also strongest 
university in Guizhou province and won  
firm support from the local government. 
Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region 
government instructed the merger of 
Guangxi University with Guangxi 
Agricultural University. In Xinjiang 
Uighur Autonomous Region, Shihezi 
Agricultural College and Shihezi 
Medical College, both belonging to the 
agricultural lands reclaiming 
administration merged into Shihezi 
University. 

modern techniques in the study of mites 
and let students and other scientists 
know that acarology is cutting-edge too. 
We cannot change the situation of 
acarology overnight, we have to work 
hard together, help each other and pray 
for a bright future.
________________________________
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1. Reforms of national universities
In China, there are now more than one 

thousand government-funded universities 
and colleges, either at the national or 
provincial levels.  Previously, about 345 
universities and colleges were administered 
by various ministries & agencies under the 
central government.  By adopting the 
policy of Joint Construction, Cooperative 
Administration, Transference of 
Jurisdiction, and Amalgamation by the 
State Council, more than 200 universities 
and colleges had been transferred from the 
central government to local governments 
by March 2000.  There are currently less 
than one hundred national universities 
under the direct administration of the 
Ministry of Education and several related 
ministries of the central government.  
They recruit students nationwide.  The 
enrollment at these universities are very 
competitive.   People often call them key 
or important universities.  Among the 
national universities, some are prestigious 
and considered by almost every Chinese 
people the best ones.  The Ministry of 
Education has invested and will continue 
to invest more money into these best ones 
to establish their reputations in the world.  
In the mean time, some universities have 
been merged with these famous 
universities in a bid to have 
comprehensive university model and to 
compete with world famous universities in 
the United States, Europe and Japan. One 
of the largest and the most important 
mergers ever in modern ChinaÕs high 
education took place between Zhejiang 
University and Zhejiang Agricultural 
University, Hangzhou University and 

Zhejiang Medical University two years 
ago, and sent a strong message to China 
and the world that ChinaÕs high 
education is reshuffling. Some famous 
universities may take small universities 
or colleges to develop new fields, e.g. 
Shanghai Jiaotong University, the alma 
mater of ChinaÕs President Jiang Zemin, 
a typically strong university in 
transportation, shipbuilding and industry 
took Shanghai Agricultural College last 
year, hoping to develop in the fields of 
agriculture and life science. The latter is 
a small college administrated by 
Shanghai Municipality. The University 
of Science and Technology of China 
(USTC), a cradle of science talents 
annexed Hefei Economy and Technology 
College, a not famous but rich college 
under The Tobacco General Company of 
China and this also shows USTCÕs 
ambition to develop in agriculture and 
life science and to make use of the 
resources of the latter. In the same way, 
Tsinghua University took The Central 
Industrial Arts College last year and this 
reflected that Tsinghua will have a real 
comprehensive model and the merger 
accords with the development trend of 
combining the science and art. Tsinghua 
is also negotiating a merger with Peking 
Union Medical College, a very strong 
medical school in research in China and 
is willing to be on the top one hundred 
world-class university list. According to 
professor Chen Jia-Er, former president 
of Peking University, it will take at 
least 20 years for some ChinaÕs 
universities to become world first-class 
ones. The latest strong to strong mergers 

James, D.G.  Reproductive diapause in 
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Field Ecology -2001
Starting: 15 April 2001
Ending: April 31, 2001 
Application Deadline: Jan 30, 2001 

More information including courses cost, 
application procedures, etc. could be found 
at http://www.cibrc.freehosting.net or 
email contact at 
academics@cibrc.freehosting.net 

Dr. Xian-guo Guo of Dali Medical 
College in Yunnan Province moved to 
Australia in the beginning of May, 2000 
and will stay there for a full year as a 
visiting scholar. He did some work on Blue 
Oat Mites in his first month in Australia.  
Now he is doing some biochemical and 
immunological research on malaria .  His 
current research involves the expression of 
the recombinant HRP-2 (a protein derived 
from malaria parasites) in E. coli, 
purification of HRP-2, and production of 
the specific antibody against HRP-2.  He is 
also in charge of a project on the taxonomy 
and community ecology of ectoparasitic 
mites including mainly sand mites and 
gamasid mites of small mammals in 
China.  The project is funded for leading 
scholars in Yunnan Province.  He is still 
very interested in mites and insects of 
medical importance, especially their 
taxonomy and ecology. Dr. Guo can be 
contacted at School of Biochemistry, La 
Trobe University, Bundoora, Victoria 3083
Australia. 
E-mail: xgguo@bioserve.latrobe.edu.au  or 
guodlmcl@public.km.yn.cn 

Merging of universities 
dominates current Chinese high 
education reform and affects 
acarological research in the 
country

By Xiaoyue Hong

In the recent two or three years, there 
have been many merging of universities 
in China as part of high education 
system reform.   In the past, many 
ministries in the central government had 
governed their own universities directly.   
For example, the Ministry of Agriculture 
governed fourteen agricultural and fishery 
universities through its Department 
(Bureau) of Education.  These 
universities, whose presidents were 
usually appointed by the ministry, got 
their financial support directly from the 
Ministry of Agriculture.  The pass of the 
High Education Law of the PeopleÕs 
Republic of China two years ago 
guarantees that the Ministry of Education 
be in charge of the high education 
nationwide.  However the High 
Education Law permits other ministries 
or agencies under the State Council such 
as the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Ministry of Public Security, The State 
Ethnic Affairs Commission, and so on 
to be responsible for related high 
education, which aroused arguments 
among many scholars.  The reform of 
the system, or the change of 
administration status and merging of 
universities are high on the agenda of 
Chinese high education reform plan.

Potential biocontrol agents of 
eriophyoid and tetranychid mites.     
193.

Journal of Acarol. Soc. of Japan
Vol.9, No.1 (May, 2000)

Abe, H.  Water mites: phylogeny and 
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Osakabe, M.H., Ehara, S., and 
Adhikari, S.  Damage to young 
leaves of pear trees by Bryobia 
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Gotoh, T.  Preliminary studies of 
mites associated with the Japanese 
honey bee, Apis cerana japonca 
Radoszkowski (Hymenoptera: Apidae).   
23 
 
Kasuga, S. and Amano, H.  
Questionnarie survey on damage by 
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behavioural diapause of Ixodes 
nipponensis nymphs(Acarina: Ixodidae) 
by exposure to a short-day photoperiod 
after molting.     43 

Fujita, H. and Tsuboi, Y.  A 
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Yamauchi, T. and Funakoshi, 

K.  Ticks (Acari: Ixodidae) from 
Chiroptera (Mammalia) of Kyushu, Japan.   
51 

Proceedings of 8th Annual Meeting of the 
Acarological Society of Japan (In 
Japanese).     55

Systematic & Applied Acarology
Vol. 6 (2001) 
Forthcoming papers

Cengiz Kazak Population dynamics of 
naturally occuring Phytoseiulus persimilis 
(Acari: Phytoseiidae) colonising beans
(Phaseolus vulgaris cv. Sari) infested by 
spider mites, Tetranychus cinnabarinus 
(Acari: Tetranychidae), in
Turkey.

Wei-Nan Wu & Jian-Feng Ou 
The obtusus species group of the genus 
Amblyseius (Acari: Phytoseiidae), with 
descriptions of two new species in China. 
Two new species of the genus 

Suigai Wei & Wen Lu Diptilomiopus 
(Acari: Diptilomiopidae) from South 
China. 

Chungen Wen & Zhimin Zhu. A 
new species of water mites in the genus 
Limnesia from Jiangxi, China (Acari: 
Limmesiidae) 

Alireza  Saboori & Mohammad Ali  
Akrami A new species of Erythraeus larva 
(Acari: Erythraeidae) from Iran. 
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Acarology and Member News

The XIth International Congress 
of Acarology will be held in Merida, 
Mexico during September 8-13, 2002, 
during which an updated Directory of 
Acarologists of the World will be released.
The Directory 2002 will be available on 
the internet, and on computer disc, that 
will be free to the acarological 
community. If you want to be listed in 
the new directory, please supply the 
following information:

TITLE 
FIRST NAME 
LAST NAME 
ADDRESS 
E-MAIL ADDRESS 
HOME PAGE URL (WWW ADDRESS) 
PHONE 
FAX 
TAXONOMIC GROUPS STUDIED 
AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION 
(i.e., physiology, systematics etc.) 

and send them by letter, phone, fax, or e-
mail to

Val Behan-Pelletier 
Executive Secretary, IEC 
Biodiversity Program 
Eastern Cereal & Oilseed Research Centre 
K. W. Neatby Bldg., 960 Carling Ave.
Ottawa, ON  K1A 0C6
Canada 

Tel: (613) 759-1799 
Fax: (613) 759-1927 
E-mail: behanpv@em.agr.ca 
URL: http://res.agr.ca/ecorc/ 

Mr. Ilya Smelansky (P.O.Box 547 
630090 Novosibirsk, Russia) is trying to 
find references concerning the fauna 
(including first descriptions of new taxons) 
and ecology of oribatids in arid and semi-
arid areas of China (Inner Mongolia, 
Xinjiang-Uigur Autonomous Region) and 
would be happy to contact any person who 
explores oribatids in this region.

A colourful poster named "Mites in 
the Rainforest"is available free from
The Community Information Unit of 
Environment Australia which can be 
reached by e-mail
ciu@ea.gov.au 

The Central American Institute for 
Biological Research and 
Conservation is a non-governmental, 
non- profit organization.   Its purpose is to 
promote and to develop scientific research 
in the areas of Biology and Conservation 
in the Central American Isthmus.  The 
organization is offering short training field 
courses on Biology and Conservation 
subjects which may be of interest to 
undergraduate and graduate students of 
Biology or related fields. The courses are: 
Phylogenetics (cladistic analysis)- 2001 
Starting: Jan 21, 2001
Ending: Feb 4, 2001 
Application Deadline: Nov 24, 2000 
Multivariate Methods in Biology- 2000 
Starting date: Oct 22 
Ending date: Nov 5 
Application Deadline: September 1 
Place: Costa Rica 

Alireza Saboori , Alireza Nemati  
& Mohammad Saeed Mosaddegh 
Second Asian larval Trombella Berlese, 
1887 (Acari: Trombellidae), with 
description of a new species from Iran.

Systematic & Applied Acarology
Special Publications
No 5 (2000) 
Forthcoming papers

Alireza Saboori  & Ahmad 
Atamehr Grandjeanella kamalii sp. nov. 
(Acari: Erythraeidae) from Iran with a key 
to world species.     pp. 1-8

Zhi-Qiang Zhang Notes on Varroa
destructor (Acari: Varroidae) parasitic on
honeybees in New Zealand.   pp 9-14

Zhi-Qiang Zhang & Tinghuan 
Wen On the status of Batracarus 
Vercammen-Grandjean, 1968 (Acari: 
Leeuwenhoe-kiidae)
_________________________________
All papers published in Syst. Appl.
Acarol. Spec. Publ. are free online at:
www.nhm.ac.uk/hosted_sites/acarology
/saas/saasp.html

New members

Basic member

Dr G. V. P. Reddy
Department of Biological Organic 
Chemistry
Jordi Girona, 18-26, E- 08034-Barcelona
Spain. 

Tel: 34 93 400 6100 ext.204 
(w) 34 93 405 0407
Fax: 34 93 204 5904
E-mail: gvpqob@iiqab.csic.es. 
Research interest:
Chemical ecology, behavior, IPM of 

agricultural pests including mites.

Dr Fleurat-Lessard F
INRA
Research Laboratory of Stored-Products
Entomology & Acarology
71 Aveunue Edouard Bourleaux 
P. O. Box 81, F 33883
Villenave D'Ornon Cedex
France.
Tel 33 556 843290 (w), 33 556 890594, 
Fax 33 556 843289
Emmail: francis.fleurat-
lessard@bordeaux.inra.fr 
Research interests: Store product and 
house-dust mites 
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Systematic & Applied Acarology Society
Application for membership

Systematic and Applied Acarology Society (SAAS) aims at promoting the development of
acarology in China and fostering cooperation among acarologists in different parts of the
world.  Anyone interested in the study of mites and ticks is welcome to join SAAS. There is no
fee for basic membership.  Members can publish free of page charge in Systematic and Applied
Acarology (SAA), can participate in elections of SAAS officers and enjoy 25% discount in
page charge for publishing in the rapid journal  Systematic and Applied Acarology Special
Publications (SAASP). Members who volunteer contributions of 10 or 35 US dollars becomes
sustaining members; those contribute 10US$ receive printed version of Acarology Bulletin
(AB), those contribute 35$A receive SAA and AB. Electronic versions of AB and SAASP are
available online for free: www.nhm.ac.uk/hosted_sites/acarology/saas/

Name:                                  Title (Prof / Dr / Mr / Mrs / Miss /Ms)
           ----------------------------------------------------                                                                      ---------          
Address:
              --------------------------------------------------  -------------------------------------------------------
              --------------------------------------------------  -------------------------------------------------------
Telephone:    Business:                                   Home:
                                         --------------------------           ------------------------------------------------------
                            FAX :        E-mail:
                                         --------------------------            ------------------------------------------------------
Degrees:             Institution                                                            Date
               ----------                     ---------------------------------------------------------------           -----------         
               ----------                     ---------------------------------------------------------------           -----------
               ----------                     ---------------------------------------------------------------           -----------         
Research Interest:
                               -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Member type  ___Basic; free
                           ___Sustaining; contribution of 10 US$__ (receive AB)/35US$ ___ (AB & SAA)
Payment should be made in US$, Australian dollars to Systematic & Applied Acarology 
Society .  You also pay in other major convertible currencies

Please send the completed application form and payment (if any) to :
Dr Ting-Kui Qin, Plant Qurantine Policy Branch, Australian Qurantine and Inspection Service,
GPO Box 858, Canberra, ACT 2601, Australia.
ACAROLOGY BULLETIN (ISSN 1361-8091) is a newsletter of the Systematic and Applied Acarology
Society (c/o Dr. Anne Baker, Dept. of Entomology, The Natural History Museum, London SW7 5BD, UK).
It is published in four issues in 2000 (January, April, July and  October) and is distributed free on the
internet and to sustaining members of SAAS. All correspondence should be sent to the Editor Dr. Renjie
HU, California Department of Health Services, 2151 Convention Center Way, Suite 218B, Ontario, CA;
91764, USA; Tel: (909) 937-3440; Fax: (909) 937-3456; E-mail: drrenjie@hotmail.com.  Non-member
subscribers  should order the journal from Dr Ting-Kui Qin, Plant Qurantine Policy Branch, Australian
Qurantine and Inspection Service, GPO Box 858, Canberra, ACT 2601, Australia.  Subscription rate for
vol. 5 in 2000 is $10 plus $6 for post by air.
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Acarology Bulletin Editors

Editor:
  Dr. Renjie Hu (USA)
Assistant editors:
  Dr. Xiaoyue Hong (China)
  Dr. Ting-Kui Qin (Australia)
  Dr. Zhi-Qiang Zhang (New Zealand)

SAAS Officers & Executive
Committee for 2000-2003

President Zhi-Qiang Zhang
Auckland, New Zealand

Secretary Xiaoyue Hong
Nanjing, China

Treasurer Ting-Kui Qin
Canberra, Australia

Execut ive Anne S. Baker , UK
Commit tee   
Members Huiqin Dong, China

  
Qing-Hai Fan, China

C.H.W. Flechtmann, Brazil
 

Uri Gerson, Israel

Tetsuo Gotoh, Japan

Xianguo Guo, China

Chyi-Chen Ho, Taiwan

Renjie Hu, USA

Daochao Jin, China

Lairong Liang, China

Jingze Liu, China

Tinghuan Wen, China

Bin Xia, China

Jintong Zhang, China

Zhimo Zhao, China

www.nhm.ac.uk/hosted_sites/acarology/saas/ab.html


